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Survivors of sexual violence 
and allies march into Ithaca

IC reacts to SCOTUS
draft to overturn Roe
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AND OLIVIA STANZL

TBTN, PAGE 4 ROE V. WADE, PAGE 4

Despite long-standing legal prec-
edent and public opinion, the United 
States Supreme Court intends to over-
turn Roe v. Wade, a landmark piece of 
civil rights legislation that made access 
to abortion a constitutional right. On 
May 3, the Ithaca community gathered 
in protest. 

According to an initial major-
ity opinion draft leaked to Politico, the 
Supreme Court is planning to overturn 
Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood 
v. Casey in the coming months, re-
turning abortion legislation to the 
jurisdiction of individual states. Chief 
Justice John Roberts verifi ed the au-
thenticity of the draft opinion May 3. 
The draft decision was authored by 
Associate Justice Samuel Alito, a con-
servative judge whom former President 
George H. W. Bush nominated to the 
court. Justices Clarence Thomas, Amy 
Coney Barrett, Neil Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh have joined Alito in the de-
cision, according to Politico.   

“We hold that Roe and Casey must 
be overruled,” Alito said in the draft 
decision. “The Constitution makes no 
such reference to abortion, and no 
such right is implicitly protected by 

any constitutional provision.”   
Roberts has yet to vote, but regard-

less, the conservative justices hold the 
majority on the court and on the draft 
decision. However, Roberts did note 
that because it is a draft, it could change 
before the fi nal ruling, which is set to 
be released in June. 

Since Ithaca College is located in 
New York — which has codifi ed the 
protections in Roe v. Wade into law — 
the campus community will likely still 
have access to safe and legal abortion. 
However, at least 23 states, including 
Texas, Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Utah, 
Idaho and more, have laws banning 
abortion that preceded Roe v. Wade al-
ready on the books or have trigger laws 
that will go into effect once Roe v. Wade 
is overturned. The leak ignited both 
outrage and celebration from thou-
sands of people across the nation. 
Many gathered to protest the draft deci-
sion and to show their support for Roe 
v. Wade, including in Ithaca. 

About 100 members of the Ithaca 
community gathered at the Bernie 
Milton Pavilion on The Commons to 
rally in support of the right to an abor-
tion. Protestors held signs that read 

Laura Lewis, acting mayor of the City of Ithaca, gives a speech 
April 29 on  The Commons during the Take Back the Night rally.
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Despite claiming multiple times that she 
froze her salary for the 2019–20 fi scal year, 
former Ithaca College President Shirley M. 
Collado’s monthly base compensation in-
creased by $1,039 to $41,174 per month, 
according to the most recent Form 990, a fed-
eral fi nance document. 

Additionally, the 2018–19 and 2019–20 
Form 990’s say that Collado’s “other re-
portable compensation” increased from 

$1,385 in 2018–19 to $96,019 in 2019–20.
Collado served as president from July 

2017 to August 2021, the shortest tenure 
out of the college’s 10 presidents. Collado 
stepped down in July 2021. Collado brought 
now-President La Jerne Cornish to Ithaca 
College to serve as provost and senior vice 
president for academic affairs, and she was 
later promoted to provost and executive 
vice president.  

These increases occurred as she led 
the college through a pre-pandemic fi nan-
cial crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As a part of the fi ve-year strategic plan, 
Ithaca Forever, the college commenced 
the Academic Program Prioritization (APP) 
— an austerity measure that Collado and 
Cornish called “transformative change.” 
Despite protests, the 116 full-time equiva-
lent faculty positions and 26 departments, 
programs and majors are in the process of 
being eliminated.  

It is unclear if Collado’s compensation 
increased, decreased or stayed the same 
during the 2020–21 fi scal year, as the Form 
990 for that year will not be released until 

July. However, Collado said in a March 2021 
interview with The Ithacan that she took a 
pay cut during the 2020–21 fi scal year. 

For the 2019–20 year, Collado’s base 
compensation was $487,853. Her bonus and 
incentive compensation was $0 and her oth-
er reportable compensation was $96,019. 
Collado’s total reportable compensation 
was $583,872.  

Part of Collado’s imputed income — 
benefi ts employees receive that are not 
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After saying that she would freeze her salary, 
President Collado’s compensation increased 

“Claim our bodies, claim our 
rights, take a stand, take back the 
night,” Ithaca College students 
chanted April 29 as they marched 
to The Commons for the 43rd an-
nual Take Back the Night (TBTN) 
march and rally in Ithaca. 

TBTN is an international 
foundation and movement 
against sexual violence, domes-
tic violence, dating violence and 
sexual assault. The Advocacy 
Center of Tompkins County has 
hosted TBTN events since 1979. 
At the 2022 event, three marches 
began at 6:15 p.m. at Ithaca Col-
lege, Cornell University and the 
Greater Ithaca Activities Cen-
ter. The marches convened at 7 
p.m. on The Commons where 
about 70 people, from children to 
older adults, gathered for a rally 
featuring survivor speak-out ses-
sions, performances and a vigil.

Representatives of IC Strike 
led the march of about 25 people 
from Ithaca College to The Com-
mons and provided signs and led 
chants for marchers. IC Strike 
is a student organization at the 

college created to raise aware-
ness, promote change in the 
campus community regarding 
sexual assault and violence, and 
provide support to survivors 
and allies.

“It’s Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month, so this is a good 
way to kind of set off the month 
but remind people that this is an 

ongoing issue and it’s not just 
contained to one month,” senior 
Sarah Moon, co-president of IC 
Strike, said. 

Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month is honored in April, and at 
the college, events were hosted by 
clubs and campus organizations, 
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As the 2021–22 academic year 
comes to a close, Ithaca College 
students looking to celebrate are 
being encouraged by the college 
to celebrate responsibly because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Kendall Day is a tradition 
that started in 2008 by students. 
On this day, students gather on 
Kendall Avenue for large house 
parties on the weekend before 
fi nals. This year, the celebrations 
fall May 7. 

Samm Swarts, assistant direc-
tor for Emergency Preparedness 
and Response, said his offi ce 
is acting proactively to make 
sure students stay safe while 
celebrating. While the current 
COVID-19 alert level is low risk, 
the college currently has 19 total 
active cases. As of April 27, Tomp-
kins County is now classifi ed as a 
high-transmission area, with resi-
dents being encouraged to wear 

masks while in public settings. 
COVID-19 numbers are lower 
than earlier in the year, with 
January seeing a spike in up to 
361 new positive cases. In 2021, 
students were discouraged from 
participating in gatherings like 
Kendall Day due to COVID-19. 
Prior to student departure for 
winter break in December 2021, 
a surge in COVID-19 cases was 
linked to Santacon, a large gath-
ering of unmasked partygoers 
celebrating the holidays Dec. 11. 
Following the surge, the college 
raised its alert to “Orange: Mod-
erate Risk,” which shut down 
social gatherings and closed 
shared on-campus spaces. After 
lowering its alert to “Green: Low-
er Risk” Feb. 4, the college lifted 
indoor mask mandates March 4.

The college is offering several 
events to celebrate the end of 
the academic year. The IC Kicks 
Back event will take place May 
6 and feature a performance by 

Christian French, an American 
pop singer, on the Campus 
Center Quad from 3 to 9:30 
p.m. Campus Center Dining Hall 
will also host its annual IC Com-
munity Brunch on May 7. The 
college also held a virtual gath-
ering May 2 to discuss ways for 
off-campus students to be 
mindful of their health and the 
surrounding community in their 
celebrations. Bill Kerry, execu-
tive director of Public Safety and 
Emergency Management, said 

students can expect local authori-
ties along Kendall Avenue and the 
surrounding areas to make sure 
the event runs smoothly, like on 
past Kendall Days.

“Kendall Day grows so quick-
ly,” Kerry said. “[Police] will help 
when not asked if they see some-
one who’s having any kind of 
medical condition … or if some-
one’s injured themselves.”

Rosanna Ferro, vice president for 
student affairs and campus life at Ithaca 
College, is stepping down from her posi-
tion and will leave June 24, 2022. 

In a May 3 email to the college 
community, President La Jerne Cornish an-
nounced that Ferro will become the Chief 
of Education at College Track, an organi-
zation that aids students in confronting 
systemic barriers as they complete 
bachelor’s degrees. Cornish said that cur-
rent Dean of Students Bonnie Prunty 
will serve as vice president for student 
affairs and campus life through 2024, dur-
ing which a search will be conducted for 
the position.

The email said Prunty has appointed 
Marsha Dawson as the next dean of stu-
dents. Dawson is currently the director of 
the Offi ces of Residential Life and Student 
Conduct & Community Standards. Cornish 
said the college will be conducting an inter-
nal search to fi ll Dawson’s current position 
which could begin as early as this summer. 
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Rainbow Reception Held for LGBT Students
On April 29, Ithaca College held its annual Rainbow Reception for LGBT 

seniors to received their rainbow cords that are worn at graduation.

‘Deja View’ - “Monthy Python and the Holy Grail” 
In episode 5 of her series focusing on the genre of comedy host Sydney 

Brumfi eld sits down with junior Sara Borsari to talk about the sub genre of 
Parody with the 1975 cult classic “Monty Python and the Holy Grail.”
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Kendall Day party 
proceeds with risk

Campus life VP 
to step down

BY ELIZABETH KHARABADZE

BY SYD PIERRE

Ithaca College students gather for the annual Kendall Day in 
May 2015, which always occurs the weekend before finals.
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With the Ithaca College’s Class of 2022 
Commencement ceremony under three 
weeks away, some members of the Class 
of 2022 have expressed their thoughts 
on the lack of COVID-19 measures at this  
year’s Commencement. 

The 2022 Commencement will be held 
indoors at Glazer Arena in the Athletics and 
Events Center and guests will be allowed 
to attend the ceremony in person for the 
first time since 2019. Samm Swarts, assis-
tant director of Emergency Readiness and  
Preparedness, said the commencement orga-
nizers hope to offer an event with little to no 
COVID-19 restrictions in place. 

In previous years, Commencement has 
been held outdoors at Butterfield Stadium. 
David Prunty, executive director of Auxiliary 
Services, said Commencement will be held 
indoors this year largely because of the ac-
cessibility the A&E Center provides.

“The Glazer Arena provides better servic-
es, including air conditioning and adequate 
restroom facilities,” Prunty said.

As COVID-19 restrictions have loos-
ened, some students have voiced their  
concerns about the lack of restrictions at this  
year’s Commencement. 

Senior Kellie Swensen said they created 
a petition called “We deserve a COVID-safe 
Commencement” in light of the Tompkins 
County Health Department’s health advisory 
released April 27, which strongly recom-
mended masking in public spaces. Despite 
the petition being created May 1, 177 people 
have signed it. 

“It’s going to be crucial to gain support 

quickly in the upcoming weeks because 
it’s going to take a significant number for 
the leadership to do anything about it,”  
Swensen said. 

Swensen said they are not sure if they will 
be attending Commencement because they 
have a chronic illness and do not feel safe 
with the lack of restrictions. 

“It’s so incredibly unfair to be put in a  
position to decide whether we’ll be able 
to celebrate amongst the people we care 
about,” Swensen said. “It shouldn’t be a 
choice we have to make because we are just 
as deserving to walk across that stage as ev-
eryone else is.”

Swarts said the Office of Public Safety and 

Emergency Management will continue to 
look at the latest guidance from Tompkins 
County and New York state.

“We need to remember that COVID-19 
has changed drastically from where we 
were two years ago,” Swarts said. “I want to  
recognize that many folks still are not com-
fortable with our current circumstances 
and we must respect those individuals. We 
will have an ample supply of KN95 masks 
available at commencement ceremonies for 
individuals who would like an upgraded,  
high-quality mask.”

BY ELIJAH DE CASTROFaculty, staff and students at 
Ithaca College attended open 
sessions between May 2 and 5 to 
speak with the four final candi-
dates for dean of the Roy H. Park 
School of Communications.

The current interim dean 
is Jack Powers who assumed 
the position at the start of the 
2020–21 academic year. Powers 
became interim dean after for-
mer dean Diane Gayeski stepped 
down from her position at the 
end of the 2019–20 academic 
school year. 

Each candidate talked with 
the campus community in per-
son and on Zoom during two 
one-hour open sessions; one 
for faculty and one for staff  
and students. 

The first candidate, Virginia 
McDermott, dean of the Nido 
R. Qubein School of Communi-
cation at High Point University, 
held her open sessions May 2. 
McDermott said she wanted 
to work on more effective ad-
vertising for the Roy H. Park 
School of Communications at  
Ithaca College.

She highlighted that students 
create valuable media and prod-
ucts for recruitment.

“My job is identifying what’s 
happening in the school of  
communication that needs wider 
recognition,” McDermott said.

McDermott said that while 
she may not be an expert in all 
of the majors offered, she does 
have a wealth of experience in 
managing a school.

“I’m actually not a journalist,” 
McDermott said. “I don’t know 
how to run a camera. But what I 
know how to do is support peo-
ple who know how to do that.”

The second candidate, Kar-
en Loop, associate dean and  
professor at Columbia College 
Chicago, introduced herself to 
the campus community May 
3. She said a great way to keep 
alumni engaged with Ithaca Col-
lege is through mentor programs 
like the one she built at Colum-
bia College, where all the stu-
dents have an alum mentor.

“I think alumni engagement is 
so important on so many levels, 
not only in terms of fundraising, 
but the opportunities it creates 

for students,” Loop said. 
The third candidate, Paul Mi-

hailidis, professor of civic media 
and journalism and assistant 
dean in the School of Communi-
cation at Emerson College, came 
to Roy H. Park Hall at Ithaca  
College May 4.

He said he works to find 
new programs to challenge  
students and build the compe-
tencies needed to make students 
stand out. Mihailidis said the 
room for growth and new op-
portunity is one reason why he 
wants to work at the college.

“To me that’s a challenge that 
I’m increasingly interested in tak-
ing on.” Mihailidis said. 

He also mentioned creating a 

community where staff, faculty 
and students feel comfortable 
and like they have the support 
they need. 

“Any successful community is 
only as strong as how the com-
munity members feel a part of 
it,” Mihailidis said. “The effort 
has to be made to create that 
community and I do see that as a 
dean’s core responsibility.”

The last candidate, Amy 
Falkner, will introduce herself 
May 5. Falkner has been the in-
terim dean of the Newhouse 
School of Public Communica-
tions since April 2019. 
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Four Park dean finalists visit IC

BY JADYN DAVIS

Commencement lacks COVID restrictions

BY LORIEN TYNE

Survivor talks Survivor talks 
at Hillel eventat Hillel event  
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Junior Camille Ealey, television and digital media major, works in the dean’s suite in Roy  
H. Park Hall. The four dean finalists met with the campus community in open sessions.

ANA MANIACI MCGOUGH/THE ITHACAN

The 2022 Commencement will be held indoors at Glazer Arena in the Athletics and 
Events Center and guests will be allowed to attend the ceremony in person.
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At the age of 85, Hannah Wechsler is 
one of the few older adults still alive who 
survived the Holocaust — and are willing to 
talk about it. 

On May 3, Hillel at Ithaca Col-
lege brought Wechsler and her story 
to about 150 members of the campus  
community who gathered at Muller Chapel 
to hear from Wechsler via Zoom.

Wechsler has told her story thousands of 
times — to children, teenagers and college 
students across America. 

Junior Julia Ganbarg, vice president for 
engagement and outreach at Hillel, said 
she grew up hearing about Wechsler’s 
life. At Ganbarg’s temple in New Jersey, 
Wechsler has been a Hebrew school teacher  
since 1972. 

“What was so surreal about tonight was 
being able to watch all the people in the 
room hear her story for the first time and 
see how they were reacting,” Ganbarg said. 
“She’s an incredible woman. She has an  
incredible story.”

Wechsler was born in a small Polish town 
in 1936 to a Jewish family. When the Nazis 
invaded Poland in 1939, Wechsler said she 
and her family hid for six weeks in the cellar 
of a barn with the help of a Polish family. 
Eventually, neighbors became suspicious 
and Wechsler’s family was taken by Nazis.

“The place where the Germans collected 
us was like no man’s land,” Wechsler said. 
“We were exposed to anybody’s mercy. 
Anybody who would stop by us could see 
us, could kill us, could shoot us. Anybody 
could do anything that they wanted to us.”

Junior Isaac Schneider, president of Hil-
lel at Ithaca College, said the event held 
incredible urgency, as time is running out 
for people to hear from those who lived 
through the Holocaust. 

“I think it’s really easy for people, for stu-
dents, I should say, to get into this idea of 
‘the Holocaust happened a long time ago,’ 
but we’re only 77 years out,”Schneider said. 

The Nazis deported Wechsler’s family 
to the Kraków ghetto. Wechsler said her 
mother then snuck out of the ghetto to get 
falsified documents that could help save 
Wechsler’s family. 

“If she got caught, she was killed,”  
Wechsler said. 

Although Wechsler’s family was briefly 
able to survive by posing as Christians in 
Hungary, they ended up getting caught and 
sent to the Auschwitz concentration camp. 
Wechsler said she and her mother were 
then separated from the men in their family.

“Auschwitz was a place that hell could 
not describe,” Wechsler said. “In Auschwitz 
I got a new identity — 88987. … It is very 
hard to explain how the air in Auschwitz 
was filled with fear, anger and hunger. It 
was horrible.”

Wechsler credited her survival to 
her mother, who she said would not 
give in to the treatment they received  
while imprisoned.

 “Why did I stay alive?” Wechsler said. 
“My mother. She never gave up. She never 
gave in.”

After Wechsler told her story, she took 
questions from the crowd. Sophomore Sam 
Isle asked Wechsler if her experiences dur-
ing the Holocaust affected her relationship 
to God and religion.

“I was not in the business of believ-
ing,” Wechsler said. “I was in the business 
of being grateful for being able to survive 
with a mother. God was not in my heart. At 
the time I was a little girl. What did I hope 
from God? God is as good as we want to  
see him.” 
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From left, Marion Karin, Alene Wyatt and Maryann Magro, join the rally May 3 on 
The Commons, protesting an attack on abortion rights from the Supreme Court.
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“Abortion is a human right” and “Not your body, 
not your life, not your business.” 

Leslie Danks Burke, a local political orga-
nizer and candidate for the 53rd New York State 
Senate district, said she has fought for abortion 
rights for so long that she could see the over-
turning of Roe v. Wade coming — it was no less 
a punch to the gut. 

“Abortion does not end when it’s illegal,” 
Danks Burke said. “What changes is how many 
more girls, women, trans women [sic], will die 
from it. … Make no mistake about it — this is a 
crushing blow.”   

Reporting by The New York Times shows 
that if Roe v. Wade were to be overturned, the 
number of abortions that occur in the United 
States would only fall by 14%. Those seeking 
abortions in states where it is illegal would then 
have to turn to the black market or perform an 
abortion themself, which is dangerous.

Amicus briefs fi led by reproductive justice 
organizations in support of the Center for Re-
productive Rights’ challenge of Mississippi’s 
abortion ban, found that bans on abortion 
disproportionately harm people of color — 
specifi cally Black and Indigenous people, LG-
BTQ+ people, people with disabilities and 
people with low-income backgrounds.  

Senior Adele Gulino is the social media 
manager for IC Planned Parenthood Genera-
tion Action, a group on campus that advocates 
for reproductive freedom. Gulino said that 
while she was disappointed to hear about the 
decision, she and other members of the group 
expected it. 

“This is something that we [the club] has 
been talking about for a long time,” Gulino said. 
“It came as a surprise because I think all of us 
were anticipating what’s going to happen in the 
summer. It came so quickly.”

Gulino said she hopes members of the cam-
pus community do not forget about Southern 

states, where women face greater poverty rates 
than other areas of the country and will be most 
impacted by the legislation change.

“You cannot write off the South as a place 
because there are people there that need access 
to safe abortion,” Gulino said. “Not everyone 
can just go to New York.”

Junior Claire Thompson is from Houston, 
Texas, where abortion has become almost en-
tirely banned. Thompson said that in states in 
the South, there is a different perspective on 
abortion that is infl uenced by religion.

“I was raised in the Southern Baptist 
Church,” Thompson said. “It does sound ter-
rible to say that people are killing babies. If 
that was what was happening, I’m sure that we 
should put an end to it. But, you know, that’s 
just not really the case.”

In a statement provided to The Ithacan, 
Ithaca College Republicans endorsed the posi-
tion that Alito took in the draft decision. 

“We hope these changes will result in the 
conservation of countless innocent human 

lives otherwise scheduled for slaughter,” the 
statement said.  

The organization also condemned Politico’s 
decision to leak the documents and labeled it as 
an act of intimidation in an attempt to force the 
justices into changing their position. 

“Life is the single most precious gift given 
to us by our Creator, and every institution of 
government has a sacred duty to protect it,” the 
statement said.

Thompson said that while she is hope-
ful that young people will be educated on 
the issue, she believes the discussion around 
abortion rights should already be settled.

“This is something that our grandmothers 
won for us,” Thompson said. “This is some-
thing we shouldn’t have to worry about. People 
don’t get abortions for fun. People get abortions 
because they need them.”

FROM TBTN, PAGE 1

FROM ROE V. WADE, PAGE 1

part of their salary — included a 
cleaning person, a leased vehicle 
and the personal use of housing, 
according to the 2019 Form 990. 

For the 2018–19 year, Col-
lado’s base compensation was 
$477,120, her bonus and in-
centive compensation was $0, 
and her other reportable com-
pensation was $1,385. Her 
total reportable compensation 
was $478,505.     

The Ithaca College Board of 
Trustees is responsible for set-
ting president’s compensation. 
In addition to salary, the presi-
dent’s compensation also covers 
the use of a car, expenses related 
to a home offi ce, two club mem-
berships for college business and 
the standard benefi ts package. 

A May 22, 2019, message 
from Collado and the board 
of trustees regarding the fi scal 
year 2020 budget stated that the 
president, the Senior Leadership 
Team (SLT) and each of the fi ve 
deans would not receive a sal-
ary increase for the 2019–20 
fi scal year.  

Additionally, in a set of Oc-
tober 2020 comments to The 
Ithacan, Dave Maley, director 
of public relations and college 
communication, claimed that 
Collado and other college lead-
ership had frozen their salaries 
for the 2019–20 fi scal year. 

“To clarify, President Collado 
and members of her senior lead-
ership team did not take a salary 
increase from 2018–19 to 
2019–20 or to 2020–21, and in 
fact they took a voluntary salary 

reduction for 2020–21,” Maley 
said via email. 

Collado also said in a March 
2021 interview with The Itha-
can that she and other members 
of the SLT froze their salaries 
during 2019–20.

“Members of the Senior Lead-
ership Team last year and the year 
before took decreases and no 
increment,” Collado said in the 
interview. “And the year before 
that, we did not take an increase 
and really upheld the need to pro-
vide increases for everyone else 
who’s employed at the college.”  

Collado has not responded to 
a request for comment.  

When asked if Collado and 
other leadership had their pay 
frozen for the 2019–20 fi scal 
year, Maley said the pay freeze 
did occur during that year. 

“For the president and for 

any members of the SLT who 
were at the college for the en-
tirety of 2018 and 2019, any 
differences in base compensation 
for them from those two years 
has solely to do with calendar-
year timing differences in the pay 
periods for those years,” Maley 
said via email. “The college 
operates on a semi-monthly 
payroll schedule for exempt 
positions (non-hourly).”  

During the time that Col-
lado’s base compensation 
increased, the college had 
entered a fi nancial crisis — 
before the COVID-19 pandemic 
had even begun. By February 
2021, Collado’s administration 
approved deep faculty cuts. 
Protests on campus followed.

Senior Kellie Swensen is a 
leader of Open the Books, a co-
alition of students, faculty and 

alumni who have been calling 
for increased fi nancial transpar-
ency from the college. Swensen 
the administration may never be 
able to regain community trust.

“I think the primary effect 
this leaves behind is [that] the 
trust between the leadership and 
everyone else is fundamentally 
broken,” Swensen said. “I don’t 
know how you repair that. That’s 
not an easy thing to fi x. There’s 
no one thing that they can say that 
is going to make that problem go 
away. There’s a gradual process 
that has to happen to rebuild 
trust. I don’t know that that can 
happen with the current leader-
ship that we have.”
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including Planned Parenthood Genera-
tion Action, the Offi ce of Public Safety and 
Emergency Management and the Sexual Vi-
olence Prevention Committee as well as the 
Advocacy Center. 

Moon said this year’s TBTN event was 
particularly important because it was in 
person for the fi rst time since 2019 and has 
the power to reunite the community to-
ward a common cause. As an homage to the 
event’s in-person return, the TBTN theme 
was “the power of community.”

Heather Campbell, executive direc-
tor of the Advocacy Center, said the 
COVID-19 pandemic put people at greater 
risk of sexual and relationship violence by 
isolating them from support systems and 
isolating survivors with dangerous individ-
uals. Campbell said in 2021, the Advocacy 
Center received 64% more calls on its hot-
line and served 30% more survivors across 
all programs than in 2019.

“The past two years, survivors have also 
been coming to us with situations that were 
more urgent, more complicated and more 
dangerous,” Campbell said. 

According to the Council on Criminal 
Justice, a study from February 2021 found 
an 8.1% increase in domestic violence in 
the U.S. during the COVID-19 pandemic 
after lockdowns were imposed.

A main portion of the event was the Sur-
vivor Speak Out, which gave survivors and 
allies the opportunity to share their experi-
ences with the event’s topics. 

Speakers and performers presented 
from the Bernie Milton Pavilion on The 
Commons in front of t-shirts made for 
The Clothesline Project. Naomi Barry, 
adult community educator at the Advocacy 
Center, said the shirts were made by local 
survivors over the last thirty years.

“The Clothesline Project is really a way 
for survivors to express their experiences 
of violence and kind of ‘handle their dirty 
laundry,’” Barry said. 

The shirts mainly featured writing, in-
cluding “Girls sexually abuse girls” and 
“I’m as free as a bird and this bird you can 
not cage.”

Freshman Abbey Hall said she decided 
to attend the event because in her own so-
cial circles, she has seen sexual assault and 
unhealthy relationships.

 “I think that a big thing for me is I never 
had education from my family or my school 
[on] how to speak up when you feel like 
you’ve been in a situation where you have 
been assaulted or where you have been in-
validated,” Hall said.

Sophomore Sophia Testani attended 
the event and said hearing other survivors 
speak out about their experiences was her 
favorite portion of the event. In Fall 2021, 
Testani was sexually harassed at the college 
and went through a semester-long process 
with Title IX. 

“Just getting to hear [the survivors’] sto-
ries and listening to people who were brave 
enough to share their stories … was just 
really empowering,” Testani said.

Laura Lewis, acting Mayor of Ithaca, de-
livered a proclamation that recognized the 
power structures that leaves groups vulner-
able to sexual violence and the need in the 
Ithaca community to support survivors, 
especially those from marginalized groups.

“It is through community that folks cre-
atively support one another and attend to 
each other’s pain when systems fail, when 
needs are high and safety is in question,” 
Lewis said. “And whereas Take Back the 
Night is a time of celebrations, triumphs 
and struggles, where all people can sup-
port survivors’ strength and courage as we 
work to change the culture that perpetuates 
domestic violence.”
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Faculty Council talks benefit cuts
BY LORIEN TYNE

BY LORIEN TYNE

The Ithaca College Faculty 
Council met May 3 for its final 
meeting of Spring 2022 to dis-
cuss employee benefits, elect 
the executive committee for the 
2022–23 academic year, confer 
degrees and meet with President 
La Jerne Cornish.

Members of the council were 
able to share their concerns and 
questions about the changes 
made to their dental plan that 
was enacted this year, elected the 
executive committee and hold 
an executive session for about  
an hour. 

Hayley Harris, vice president 
in the Office of Human Resourc-
es and Planning, presented on 
the changes made to the col-
lege’s dental plan for 2022. 

The college’s Faculty and Staff 
Benefits Committee (FSBC), Har-
ris’ benefits team and partners 
like Aetna, a managed healthcare 
company, and the National Fi-
nancial Partners Corporation, an 
insurance company, consult the 
Office of Human Resources on 
decisions regarding benefits. 

Harris said that at the end 
of Spring 2021, her team and 
partners recommended that the  
college reduce certain coverages 
for network dentists by 10%. 

The college also changed 
the amount it was reimbursing  
employees for using services 
outside of the network.

Harris said that while sal-
ary is the largest portion of the  

Office of Human Resources bud-
get — at 50% — faculty benefits 
are second at 15%. 

In an email sent to the col-
lege’s faculty and staff March 
25 that was obtained by The 
Ithacan, Harris said the prior 
structure of dental benefits  
was not a good use of the  
college’s resources.

According to Harris’ pre-
sentation, the components of 
the benefits budget include 
$12.5 million for medical plans, 
$1.2 million for dental, vision, 
life, accident and long-term  

disability insurance; $5 million 
for the Teachers Insurance and 
Annuity Association, $3 million 
for tuition remission, and the 
remainder include benefits like 
flu shots, unemployment and  
workers compensation.

Harris said that after making 
the changes for the dental plan, 
the reimbursement amounts for 
out-of-network services aligned 
with reimbursements for the  
in-network services. She said 
what the out-of-network dentists 
were charging was significant.

Charis Dimaras, professor 

in the Department of Music 
Performance, said it is difficult 
for the college to run smoothly  
day-to-day if professors are out 
sick for dental related issues be-
cause they were unable to get 
the care they needed. 

“If you’re sick, or if you’re 
faltering, or if you can’t eat and 
if you can’t teach, then I don’t 
think you’re very worried about 
what will happen in your retire-
ment in 30 years,” Dimaras said.

BY OLIVIA STANZL

The Ithaca College student body has 
elected IC United and seven senators to the 
Student Governance Council (SGC) for the 
2022–23 academic year. 

The polling period was open April 28 
and 29. The student body elected senators 
to seven out of 25 senate positions. The re-
maining positions, as well as the Class of 
2026 senator position, will be open to run 
for during the Fall 2022 elections.

IC United was the only slate that ran for 
the executive board and has been elected. 

Junior Grace Madeya will be the new 
president of the student body, junior Sou-
myaa Joshi will be vice president of campus 
affairs, junior Tessa Kurtz will be vice presi-
dent of academic affairs, junior Maxwell 
Powers will be returning as vice president 
of business and finance and sophomore 
James Zampetti will be returning as vice 
president of communications. 

Sophomore Nick Viggiani will be re-
turning as a Class of 2024 senator. Junior 
Himadri Seth will be returning as the inter-
national senator. Junior Maya Scriven will 
represent one of five available positions for 
senator-at-large. Freshmen Hannah Ahmed 
and Noah Richardson ran unopposed for 
the two Class of 2025 senator positions and 
were both elected. Junior Harley Grossman 
is returning as the School of Humanities 
and Sciences senator.

Sophomore Alexa Rahman will be the 
senator for the School of Music, Theatre, 
and Dance. The second candidate, fresh-
man Vincent Tavernese — the current  
senator — gave a platform presentation but 
had to drop out of the race.

Photo taken in 2017. At its May 3 meeting, the Ithaca College Faculty Council discussed 
changes made to the college’s faculty and staff dental plan for Fall 2022, resulting in cuts.
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SGC announces 
election results 

SGC discusses plans for Fall 2022 at final meeting

During Spring 2022, the Ithaca College 
Student Governance Council (SGC) passed 
just one bill, but at its May 2 meeting, dis-
cussed its goals for Fall 2022, which do not 
center around bills.

The SGC appointed junior Lila Weiser to 
chief of staff and junior Austin Ruffino was 
the only candidate who ran for senate chair. 
Ruffino held the position of senate chair for 
the 2021–22 academic year. Both of these po-
sitions are separate from the SGC elections 
because they are internally appointed by the 
elected senate and executive board. As part 
of the internal election, Ruffino answered 
questions about student engagement and the 
quantity of bills passed in Spring 2022.

The Ithacan asked Ruffino why the SGC 
passed so many fewer bills than the year 
before and what he would like to do to  
increase productivity. 

“The main thing I would attribute [fewer 
bills] to is focusing on still doing work but 
recognizing that bills aren’t always the most 
effective way to do that,” Ruffino said. “So, if 
you take a look at the bills we passed last year 
— half of which I wrote — most of them were 
just like tiny little amendments and little bills 
that we would send off and then whoever we 
sent it to, would say no, and then that would 
kind of be the end of it.”

In the 2020–21 academic year, the SGC 
passed 45 bills. The SGC passed four bills 
during Fall 2021, two of which were during 
former President junior Deontae Guy’s time 
in office. Guy was elected to serve through-
out the 2021–22 academic year but resigned 
from the position in November 2021. After-
ward, SGC decided to leave the position of 

president unfilled and to delegate the presi-
dent’s responsibilities instead. So far this 
spring semester, the SGC has passed one bill, 
called the All-Gender Bathroom Bill, which 
proposes adding at least one gender-neutral 
bathroom to all academic buildings.  

Ruffino said that because bills are so of-
ten passed over by the college, the SGC has 
been focusing on building relationships with  
campus partners. 

“Asking for things becomes a lot easier 
rather than reading a big scary bill like 
we’re trying to attack someone,” Ruffino 
said. “Those are things that don’t need bills 
but have the potential to make a lot more  
positive change. So I’m less focused on the 
number of bills and specifically what those 
bills are doing.”

During the spring semester, the SGC host-
ed staff and faculty members to speak at each 
of its weekly meetings. The executive board 
and senate would use the meeting as an op-
portunity to ask questions toward the guests’ 
area of responsibility at the college and dis-
cuss how the SGC could provide support. 

Sophomore James Zampetti, vice presi-
dent of communications, asked Ruffino how 
he plans to improve student engagement. 
During Spring 2022, eight of 25 senator 
positions were filled and so far just seven 
senators have assumed their positions for the 
2022–23 academic year. 

“  I think it’s no secret that senator engage-
ment was a bit low last semester and we 
didn’t have much retention,” Zampetti said. 
“How do you plan to shift that to kind of  
increase membership?”

Ruffino said one way he already worked 
to make the SGC more accessible to students 
is by increasing flexibility for senators with 

committee requirements. All senators were 
required to be on two committees, but be-
cause some committees had larger time  
commitments than others, Ruffino said the  
requirement was changed to be more based  
on overall engagement.

“If you don’t have enough people, they 
get overworked so they have to leave [SGC] 
and then that’s sort of a cycle and it’s very 
hard to break,” Ruffino said. “We just want to 
make sure we are giving each individual sena-
tor the freedom to serve their community as 
they think is best fit.”

Engagement within the student body 
regarding elections has been another con-
cern in recent years. A total of 122 student 
voters participated in the SGC election 
out of 4,886 students —  according to the  

Office of Analytics and Institutional Research 
— which is 2.4% of students. In the 2018–19 
academic year, 1.1% of students voted, 7.7% 
voted in the 2017–18 and 2016–17 aca-
demic years and about 18.9% in the 2015–16  
academic year.

President junior Grace Madeya said she is 
looking forward to beginning Fall 2022 with 
the new group of SGC members.

“I know IC United is really looking  
forward to focusing on strengthening our 
community, getting more communication, 
being more visible with students and re-
ally improving academic accessibility on  
campus,” Madeya said.

CONTACT LORIEN TYNE
LTYNE@ITHACA.EDU

In an internal election May 2, the Student Governance Council appointed junior Lila 
Weiser to chief of staff and junior Austin Ruffino ran for senate chair unopposed.  
                                          NOLAN SAUNDERS/THE ITHACAN



ICC Astronomy course offered 
online during summer session 

The course, called Stars, Galaxies and 
the Universe (ASTR 17500), is being offered  
during the May summer session. The  
introductory course will be held asynchro-
nously online and satisfies the Natural  
Sciences perspective for the Integrative Core 
Curriculum in the Inquiry, Imagination and 
Innovation and Identities themes.

Those with questions can contact Luke 
Keller, professor in the Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy, at lkeller@ithaca.edu.

Course offers community service 
and credit course in Fall 2022

The Graphic Novel Advisory Board is  
being offered once a week in Fall 2022.  
Students will earn 1.5 credits and have com-
munity service opportunities. 

The course includes reading and review-
ing graphic novels, running literacy-based 
community programs and giving presen-
tations on special topics and innovations  
in comics. 

The course will be offered  from 10:50 
a.m. to 12:05 p.m. Thursdays and individu-
als with questions can contact Katharine  
Kittredge, professor in the Department of 
English, at kkittredge@ithaca.edu.

College hosts annual brunch 
May 7 for community members

The Annual IC Community Brunch will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 7 in the  
Campus Center Dining Hall.

The meal is free to all community  
members with an Ithaca College ID card 
regardless of whether or not they have a  
purchased meal plan. Individuals should 
bring their college ID to check into the event. 

Research study is recruiting 
people with Parkinson Disease 

Physical therapists at Ithaca College are 
conducting a research study on the impact of 
telehealth exercise courses on people with idio-
pathic Parkinson disease. 

Participants must be diagnosed with  
idiopathic Parkinson disease, be capable of 
walking safely without help, be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 and have access to a device 
that will host Zoom. 

 Participants will receive eight weeks of  

exercise instruction via Zoom and sessions 
will be held for one hour twice per week. Be-
fore and after the program, participants will  
be tested at the college to assess their balance, 
coordination, walking and endurance. 

Individuals with questions or looking for in-
formation about the program can contact Sarah 
Fishel, associate professor in the Department of 
Physical Therapy, at pdresearch@ithaca.edu. 

Club matches donations made 
to local Habitat for Humanity 

The Ithaca College chapter of Habitat 
for Humanity is matching donations made  
by members of the college community to  
the Habitat for Humanity of Tompkins and 
Cortland Counties. 

The nonprofit organization raises money 
to create affordable housing for families  
in need. People who donate can send a 
screenshot of the donation to ithacah4h@
gmail.com to have their donations matched.

Interim dean receives award 
for upcoming academic year

Alka Bramhandkar, interim dean for the 
School of Business, was awarded by the 
U.S. Department of State and the Fulbright  
Program as a Fulbright U.S. Scholar for the 
2022–23 academic year. 

Bramhandkar is the third professor 
from the School of Business to receive the  
distinction in recent years. Bramhandkar said 
with this honor, she will develop and deliver  
a course in sustainable business manage-
ment at the Universidad Del Desarrollo in  
Santiago, Chile.

College offers Simpsons course 
online during the May session

The course, called Communication, Culture 
and Rhetoric (CMST 12000), gives students the 
opportunity to investigate the rhetoric of “The 
Simpsons” by watching the show. 

Students will be able to learn how the car-
toon addresses important issues including  
consumerism, sexuality, politics and inequality. 

The course fulfills credit requirements for 
the Integrative Core Curriculum in the Self  and 
Society theme.

Terraces Tie-Dye event on May 7 
open to the campus community

Terrific Tie Dye in Terraces will be held 

from 2 to 4 p.m. May 7 in the lounge on the 
second floor of Terrace 5 to give campus resi-
dents a safe and substance-free activity over  
the weekend. 

The event will have tie-dye materials, music 
and food for free, but community members 
are also encouraged to bring their own items  
to tie-dye. 

Students who would like a t-shirt to 
dye should RSVP to the event on Engage. 
Students with questions or requesting  
accommodations can contact junior Jenna  
Gaglione at jgaglione@ithaca.edu.

Student volunteers requested  
for IC Bigs Saturday Program

The Ithaca College Big Brothers Big  
Sisters (BBBS) club is partnering with the  
Tompkins County BBBS chapter May 7 to  
support children waiting to be matched with 

mentors through the program. 
Volunteers will be transported to the Ithaca 

Youth Bureau to spend time with local children 
doing planned activities. People interested in 
volunteering should contact the club at ithacab-
igs@gmail.com.

Center for IDEAS hosts awards 
ceremony for students of color

The Seniors of Color Leadership Awards cer-
emony will be held from 4 to 5 p.m. May 21. 

The Center for Inclusion, Diversity, Eq-
uity and Social Change (IDEAS) will award 
graduating seniors based on involvement,  
academics and service. 

The event will be held in Ford Hall in the 
James J. Whalen Center for Music. There will 
also be a livestream available. Individuals with 
questions can contact the Center for IDEAS  
at ideas@ithaca.edu.
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COLLEGE BRIEFS

Members of Ithaca College Circus Club (ICircus) perform at the Fairy Tales End 
of the Year Circus Showcase held at 4 p.m. May 1 on the Campus Center quad.  
ICircus creates a relaxed environment for community members to do circus arts.  

ANA MANIACI MCGOUGHW/THE ITHACAN

APRIL 18                                                     

ACCIDENTAL FIRE ALARM
LOCATION: 111 College Circle
SUMMARY: Simplex reported that a 
fire alarm went off. The Office of Envi-
ronmental Health and Safety (EH&S) 
reported that the alarm was activated 
by burnt food. Charlie Sherman, fire 
and building safety coordinator for 
EH&S, responded to the scene.

CRIMINAL TAMPERING/
THIRD DEGREE
LOCATION: 406 Grant Egbert Blvd.
SUMMARY: During a fire drill, the 
Office of Environmental Health and 
Safety (EH&S) reported a smoke 
detector was covered with a bag. 
One person was referred to the Of-
fice of Student Conduct for criminal 
tampering. Charlie Sherman, fire 
and building safety coordinator for 
EH&S, responded. 

APRIL 19                                                     

AGGRAVATED HARASSMENT/ 
SECOND DEGREE
LOCATION: All other/other
SUMMARY: A person reported an  

unknown group of people were mak-
ing alarming threats and statements 
on a social media platform. Patrol  
Officer Sophia Dimkos responded. 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT/
NO DEGREE
LOCATION: 151 Tower Skyline Drive
SUMMARY: Caller reported a known 
person made unwanted sexual ad-
vances. Master Patrol Officer Sophia 
Dimkos responded.

APRIL 20                                                     

ACCIDENTAL FIRE ALARM
LOCATION: 146 Conservatory Drive
SUMMARY: Simplex reported that a 
fire alarm had been set off. An offi-
cer reported that the alarm activation 
was accidental and caused by steam. 
Patrol Officer Mayra Colon respond-
ed to the scene.

FIRE ALARM/
UNDETERMINED CAUSE
LOCATION: 116 Flora Brown Drive
SUMMARY: Simplex reported a fire 
alarm. The officer reported the cause 
for the alarm was unknown but was 
able to determine the alarm was  

accidental. Sergeant John Elmore re-
sponded to the scene.

APRIL 21                                                     
SCC IRRESPONSIBLE USE OF 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS
LOCATION: 143 Tower Skyline Drive
SUMMARY: Caller reported three 
people vomiting in a bathroom. 
Officer  reported the people were 
ill due to ingestion of edible mari-
juana. All people declined medical 
assistance. Patrol Officer Bruce Hall  
referred three students to the Office of  
Student Conduct. 

WELFARE CHECK
LOCATION: 123 Tower Skyline Drive
SUMMARY: Caller requested a wel-
fare check for person who was upset 
and unable to attend class. Officer 
reported person is not a threat to self 
or others. Patrol Officer Mayra Colon 
responded to the call.

APRIL 22                                                     
SCC FIRE SAFETY RELATED 
OFFENSES
LOCATION: 110 Flora Brown Drive
SUMMARY: The Office of Environ-
mental Health and Safety (EH&S) 

reported one student was referred 
for failing to leave a building dur-
ing a fire drill. Charlie Sherman, fire 
and building safety coordinator for 
EH&S, responded. 

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE
LOCATION: Grant Egbert Blvd.
SUMMARY: Officer reported the driv-
er of a vehicle was acting suspicious. 
A vehicle identification check showed  
the vehicle plate was previously re-
ported as stolen. The officer made 
contact with the owner and verified 
vehicle information. Sergeant John  
Elmore responded.   

APRIL 23                                                     
 
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE
LOCATION:  116 Flora Brown Drive
SUMMARY: Patrol Officer Bruce Hall 
reported an unattended Tompkins 
Consolidated Area Transit bus. Hall 
reported attempts to contact supervi-
sor were unsuccessful. 

ASSIST ITHACA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT
LOCATION:  122 Farm Pond Rd
SUMMARY: Ithaca police requested 

information for a vehicle involved in 
an accident off campus. Security Of-
ficer Jimmy Martinez responded. 

APRIL 24                                                     

PETIT LARCENY UNDER $50
LOCATION: 113 Campus Center Way
SUMMARY:  Caller reported an un-
known person cut a lock and stole 
beverages.  Patrol Officer Mayra Co-
lon responded to the scene. 

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF FOURTH 
DEGREE
LOCATION: 286 Lyceum Drive
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown 
person damaged the door of a wash-
ing machine. Sergeant Don Lyke  
responded to the call.

PUBLIC  SAFETY  INCIDENT  LOG
SELECTED ENTRIES  FROM APRIL  18  TO APRIL  24

KEY                                                  
SCC – Student Conduct Code

V&T – Vehicle & Transportation

AD – Assistant Director

IFD – Ithaca Fire Department

Full public safety log available 

online at www.theithacan.org.

Human pyramid takes on the quads
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“DAILY STRUGGLE” BY JAKE CLARK

Overturning Roe v. Wade will have serious impacts
n Monday night, an un-

precedented Politico leak of a 
draft opinion indicating that 
the United States Supreme 
Court has voted to overturn 

Roe v. Wade — undoing nearly 50 years of 
access to abortion as a constitutional right — 
continues to usher in a wave of responses 
and reactions.

Twitter recorded some of the nation’s fi rst 
reactions to the news. Comedian, writer and 
actress Tocarra Mallard tweeted at 9:29 p.m., 
“Forced birth in a country with the highest 
maternal mortality rate, no paid maternity 
leave, no universal, subsidized child care, no 
continued birth parent care and frequently 
inaccessible mental health care.”

Antiabortion activists tweeted under 
hashtags of #ProLife and #ProLifeGenera-
tion, making demands to “choose life” and 
#ProtectTheUnborn.

The day after the leak, a shift in attitude 
had occurred and a sense of urgency in 
cities across the country dispelled. While 
social media sustained tension, activists took 
to the streets. Demonstrators on both sides 
of the abortion issue found themselves on 

the ground making their response known 
as the debate of “pro-choice vs. pro-life” 
resurfaced as a main topic of discussion on 
college campuses. 

In Ithaca, the community rallied in sup-
port of abortion, vehemently opposing a 
forebording future of regression and illegal 
abortions. At the protest, it was made clear 
that we are indeed a lucky campus commu-
nity because Ithaca College is located in New 
York — a state protected by the Reproductive 
Health Act, which permits abortions after 
24 weeks and places the decision of when a 
woman’s life or health is at risk in the hands 
of doctors rather than the government. 

This means we will be seeing an infl ux of 
people traveling to New York to seek abor-
tion care because at least 23 states have laws 
or policies in place that could restrict or 
ban abortion if Roe v. Wade is overturned. 
Post-Roe in states that do not explicitly secure 
or protect the right to legal abortions would 
mean trigger laws would immediately go 
into effect. 

Mary Ziegler, a law professor at Flor-
ida State University, explains what these 
so-called trigger laws, which are gaining 

popularity, represent in unprotected states.
“They express a legislative intent to ban 

all or most abortions as soon as it’s legally 
and constitutionally possible to do so,” 
Ziegler said to PBS.

However, it is only those who have ac-
cess to resources needed to travel and seek 
treatment that will be afforded proper health-
care. The Supreme Court’s expected ruling 
would specifi cally affect people in Southern 
and Midwestern states who lack the means 
to travel to other states: family responsibili-
ties, housing, work situations and access to 
transportation are oftening binding factors 
that must be considered. 

Abortion is not just a gender issue, it’s a 
class issue too. Historically, it affects those 
with the fewest resources — the poor, young, 
Black, trans-identifying and Appalachian peo-
ple. Antiabortion laws are a crushing blow 
for equity.

Which brings into question the response 
issued by Ithaca College Republicans to The 
Ithacan praising Justice Alito’s opinion to 
overturn Roe v. Wade.

“This reconsideration is long overdue 
… We hope these changes will result in the 

conservation of countless innocent human 
lives otherwise scheduled for slaughter… 
Life is the single most precious gift given to 
us by our Creator, and every institution of 
government has a sacred duty to protect it.”

This statement was received hours after 
students and community members gathered 
on The Commons, collectively standing in 
pro-choice solidarity, chanting “Not the 
church, not the state, people must decide 
their fate.”

The Ithaca College Republicans statement 
is misguided and ill-informed. If Roe v. Wade 
is struck down, abortions will not end; safe 
abortions will end. Those who fi nd them-
selves with an unwanted pregnancy will seek 
out alternatives to a medical abortion — they 
will resort to illicit markets or even perform 
abortions on themselves — all of which can 
lead to mismanaged procedures and serious 
health issues. Putting countless people’s lives 
at risk is far from pro-life. 

Ithaca College Republicans fail to see that 
our future is not inevitable — the future is 
being constructed deliberately, as we speak. 
This is a fi ght that has been won before, and 
it is a fi ght we must win again.

O



During my teen years, I wondered if other 
people were questioning their own gender 
and sexual identity too. Was I crazy?

Throughout the 2021–22 academic year, 
I devoted myself to looking into sex educa-
tion and how it’s taught throughout social 
institutions like school, religion and the 
home. I found a trend wherein these social 
institutions did teach sex education but in a 
very heteronormative way. I wanted to know 
how queer and trans people experienced 
sex education while growing up and ques-
tioning their own identities. I interviewed 
eight nonbinary/trans people who were able 
to refl ect and talk about their experiences 
within these institutions while learning such 
a heteronormative curriculum. By the end of 
these interviews, they had all answered my 
question: no. I wasn’t crazy. They also taught 
me all the other issues that come up when 
other identities aren’t being represented in 
an accurate way.

Many trans and queer people are very 
much left in the dust when it comes to un-
derstanding or knowing what resources are 
available to them. During sex education 
courses, it is expected that people will be 
having sexual relationships with people of 
the opposite gender — but that isn’t the case 
for everyone. Many teens and young adults 
have been coming out and starting to identify 
as transgender or queer in the most recent 
years. So when all they learn about is penis 
and vaginal penetrative sex in school or are 
exposed to depictions of heterosexual rela-
tionships in school or media, they feel like 
they have to identify as cisgender or hetero-
sexual because that is the only information 
that is easily accessible to them.

This creates not only individual issues, 
but serves as a public health issue among 
the LGBTQ+ youth for many reasons: they 
won’t know what resources they can use 
within same-sex relationships to ensure that 
they protect themselves or their partner(s) or 
even where they can access these resources 
safely without feeling judged for their iden-
tity. This can also make it hard for people to 
understand consent and the importance of 
giving and receiving consent before engaging 
in sexual relationships with their partner(s). 

It can also unknowingly promote ho-
mophobia and transphobia. Since students 
who do identify within the binary have very 
little exposure, they will tend to have a nar-
row way of viewing their peers who don’t, 
which ends up harming queer teens since 
they have the potential to internalize that 
homophobia or transphobia. This internal-
ization can appear as making decisions that 
seem unsafe or harmful to themselves, like 

going on dating websites at a very young age 
or not understanding when a relationship is 
inappropriate or borderline abusive.

This study wasn’t only conducted to help 
me get my questions answered, but to bring 
the inequalities to light, like not having the 
information to make informed decisions on 
their bodies and their relationships. Although 
there have been active efforts by administra-
tion and teachers, there has also been a huge 
pushback on trans and queer conversations. 
This topic has been researched many times 
in hopes of seeing the perspectives of queer 
and trans folks in order to make advance-
ments toward a more inclusive society. But 
in order to see the change, people have to 
keep fi ghting the battle to normalize these 
queer experiences.

Abuses of power cannot be rewarded

Luvelle Brown has been a 
member of the Ithaca College 
Board of Trustees since 2018 
and has been superintendent of 
the Ithaca City School District 
(ICSD) since 2011. He has also 
allegedly abused his son and 
misused his power as superin-
tendent. His term on the board 
ends May 31, 2022, but he may 

be reelected for up to two addi-
tional three-year terms according 
to the board of trustees’ bylaws. 
As a community, we cannot allow 
Brown to be reelected for any 
additional terms on our board 
of trustees, and the larger Itha-
ca community should strongly 
reconsider his position as super-
intendent of ICSD. 

The board of trustees and the 

Senior Leadership Team have en-
abled individuals with a history 
of abuse and have routinely put 
these individuals in positions of 
power at our institution. Wheth-
er they be presidents, members 
of the board or students carrying 
out abuses, the college has a pat-
tern of protecting abusers rather 
than survivors of said abuse.

IC Alumni Against Auster-
ity and IC Open the Books have 
been working to make the college 
community aware of Brown’s al-
leged abuse and demanding his 
resignation. In February 2022, 

the groups worked together to 
create a petition demanding that 
Brown step down from his posi-
tion as trustee. It has received 
304 signatures as of April 27.

It is time for Ithaca College 
leadership to stop enabling and 
rewarding people who abuse 
their positions of power. If those 
in power at this institution fail to 
address the abuses committed by 
Brown, it sends the message that 
abuse is acceptable at any level. 
Now is the time for it to end. In 
order to fi nally begin protect-
ing survivors instead of their 

abusers, the college must take 
steps to hold Brown accountable 
and end the culture of abuse the 
college has been perpetuating.

We demand that the board 
of trustees are fully transparent 
when making the decision about 
Brown’s reelection and they in-
form the campus community of 
their decision once it is made. 

Trans and queer stories are vital to sex-ed

BY IC OPEN THE BOOKS 
AND IC ALUMNI 

AGAINST AUSTERITY

BY ANNIE PENA-CASTELLANOS
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Senior Annie Pena-Castellanos has been conducting an independent study on trans-identifying 
people and their experiences with sexual education since Fall 2021 — they share their findings.
           NOLAN SAUNDERS/THE ITHACAN

IC Open the Books and IC Alumni Against Austerity are organizations that formed in opposition to the 
Academic Program Prioritization process. Collectively they voice concerns about the board of trustees.

COURTESY OF STELLA RIVERA

ANNIE PENA-CASTELLANOS (they/them/theirs) 
is a senior sociology major. Contact them at 
apenacastellanos@ithaca.edu.

IC OPEN THE BOOKS AND IC ALUMNI 
AGAINST AUSTERITY are coalitions 
at Ithaca College. Contact them at 
icalumniagainstausterity@gmail.com 
and studentsforlaboraction@gmail.com.

Going on a trip 
to self-discovery

My fi rst experience with psychedelics 
came at a unique time. It was about one 
month after a short-lived relationship came 
to a painful end and just weeks after a new 
relationship had begun. At the same time, 
the pandemic — which had put me and many 
other single people in a years-long vacuum 
of dating opportunities — had begun to fade 
but had changed my career goals.

So, by November 2021, I was ready for the 
deeper perspective that people close to me 
told me mushrooms could provide. So, with 
three close friends, I did four grams of psi-
locybin mushrooms, which is a considerable 
amount for a fi rst trip, given the recommend-
ed size for a fi rst dose is between 1–2 grams. 
I tripped with an open mind, but six months 
later, I realized that I was looking for answers 
to questions about the purpose of sex and 
romance. Trying to describe the experience 
would be ineffectual and, to a certain extent, 
impossible. However, I can describe the ef-
fect that it has had on me since.

Ever since I was a young boy, I have al-
ways been a romantic. While life experiences, 
puberty and time have changed my exoskel-
eton, the deepest part of me has always been 
a staunch believer in romance — to love and 
to be loved.

What I felt when I did psychedelics did 
nothing but affi rm the place of romantic love 
in my life. However, it changed my relation-
ship with sex. Prior to my fi rst trip, I thought 
of sex as the way to express romantic love. 
What I realized in the months that followed: 
sex is an expression of love. And romance is 
just one of many forms of love that can be 
expressed through sex. Since taking mush-
rooms, sex to me has become a way to share 
love with a friend, a romantic partner or 
something in between. 

Additionally, I now fi nd myself consistently 
disappointed by the way straight men around 
me view sex as a means for satisfying their 
urges — and women as the way to get them 
there. While I do not necessarily consider 
being straight a prescriptive way to character-
ize my sexual identity, I have been attracted 
to women my whole life. For me, all it took 
to understand my relationship with sex was 
a heavy dose of mushrooms. However, for 
many people, their path to understanding 
sex can take an entire lifetime, if they are for-
tunate enough to understand it at all.

Psychedelics taught me about the purpose 
of sex. However, the lessons that psychedel-
ics can offer differ person to person, which is 
why it makes me happy that they are slowly 
being accepted as a safe therapeutic and 
recreational drug. This is not to say psyche-
delics are for everyone. In the fi nal hours of 
the trip, I experienced fear and grief and felt 
death like never before. Having three trust-
worthy friends by my side helped keep me 
safe and sane. By the time the experience 
had fully settled, what mushrooms taught 
me about sex, love and romance — among a 
grab bag of other things — is something I will 
never forget.

BETWEEN THE SHEETS is an anonymous sex 
column of stories from Ithaca College students. 
Contact The Ithacan at ithacan@ithaca.edu. 
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DAD E. LONG LEGS

ILLUSTRATION BY BRIANNA TOVAR

As a community, we As a community, we 
cannot allow Brown to cannot allow Brown to 

be reelected.be reelected.
–IC Open the Books and IC –IC Open the Books and IC 

Alumni Against AusterityAlumni Against Austerity



We are living in times of war, pesti-
lence, death, government bans on our 
bodies and expectations to either match 
or succeed the productivity of economic 
exponential growth. 

When our bodies no longer operate as 
bodies but rather as vessels moving through 
the delusions of the everyday, how are we 
expected to live without acknowledging the 
despair constantly demanding our attention, 
continually shocking our bodies awake? 

Why do some have to fi ght a war in order 
for us to live? Why must poverty mean our 
economy is working? 

We can say it’s the luck of the draw, 
the lottery of birth. But that doesn’t tell 
us anything.

Life in the midst of death is hard to recon-
cile. But we can try. 

I turn to the tangible when faced with the 
existential: art, writing, theory and music are 
not clichés when searching for an under-
standing — to fi nd a pattern in the disorder 
of today. 

Decoding the patterns of each historical 
moment we are forced to live through and 
the ones that have come before us is an un-
veiling of the fragmented human before it 
can make us whole. Antonio Gramsci, in his 
Prison Notebooks (1929-1935) makes this 
point: “The starting-point of critical elabo-
ration is the consciousness of what one re-
ally is, and is ‘knowing thyself ’ as a product 
of the historical processes to date, which 
has deposited in you an infi nity of traces, 
without leaving an inventory … therefore it 
is imperative at the outset to compile such 
an inventory.” 

And life is little more than fi guring out 

what this inventory is. 
Gramsci begs the questions: 
What are these traces?
Who and what is stabbing at me? 
Who and what is it I am stabbing at? 
Who and what stabbed those stabbing 

at me? 

We have been recruited to fi ght wars that 
we don’t know we are fi ghting. One way we 
can start understanding today is by looking 
back to yesterday. 

Once we gaze into the past, we start com-
bating an erasure of history and imagining a 
tomorrow; we start to see where an individu-
al’s freedom is accessed. I think of this as the 
process of undoing, and in this we are tasked 
in not forgetting. 

I come up against the same questions 
of battling futures in Thucydides’ “Melian 
Dialogue.” The Melians refuse to join the 
Athenian empire. In urgency, the Athenians 

attempt a persuasive conversation of submis-
sion. The Athenian’s claim that 1. justice only 
applies when the opposing parties are equal 
and 2. when there is an inequality of power, 
justice is irrelevant and only power matters. 
The Melians see their options as either war or 
slavery, and their motto might suggest “Live 
Free or Die.”

Jose Muñoz’s seminal text “Cruising Uto-
pia: The Then and There of Queer Futurity” 
(2009) suggests a way forward: “To partici-
pate in such an endeavor is not to imagine 
an isolated future for the individual but 
instead to participate in a hermeneutic that 
wishes to describe a collective futurity, a no-
tion of futurity that functions as a historical 
materialist critique.” 

Muñoz recognizes that freedom is 
potential itself. 

History shows that birds must fl y, 
hunter-gatherers must move, and modernity 
must invest. The next step is for the imagi-
nation to imagine: the potential to imagine 
liberation and not assimilate to the hard edg-
es of the defi nitions we are allowed. When 
the collective pushes for utopian possibility, 
freedom in today is found.

In times of overwhelming despair, we 
must try to reimagine life in the midst 
of death. 

IC harms survivors by not holding abusers accountable

This year, The Ithacan has 
focused its reporting on account-
ability. Throughout the semester, 
the staff and editors have dedicated 
hours to reporting, writing and ed-
iting stories about the abuses that 
go unchecked at Ithaca College.  

The Ithacan has written about 
Luvelle Brown, a member of the 
Ithaca College Board of Trustees 
who has committed abuses of 
power; Student Financial Services, 
which has been lacking in its com-
munication with — and support 
for — students; the Sports Media 
program, which has neglected to 
support the few women in the pro-
gram; and the structures that allow 
for students to get away with com-
mitting acts of sexual violence.   

While some of the groups that 
The Ithacan reported on have 
worked to make changes and to 
improve for the students’ sake, 
the majority have continued to al-
low for the injustices to continue. 
While I understand that change, es-
pecially systemic change, cannot be 
made in a day, it seems as if no ef-
fort to improve or reform has been 
made at all — especially regarding 
Brown’s position on the board of 
trustees and the issues that stu-
dents voiced with the Title IX offi ce. 

As a survivor of both sexual ha-
rassment and sexual assault, it has 
been extremely disheartening to 
see how the college has supported 
and enabled abusers and offered 
minimal support to survivors. 

The fact that Brown, the super-
intendent of the Ithaca City School 
District and member of the board 
of trustees, has been allowed to 
retain his position of power de-
spite credible allegations that he 
abused his child and misused his 
power as superintendent serves as 
an example to students that mem-
bers of the college community can 
get away with committing abuses 
without consequence. This lack of 
accountability is dangerous — it is 
normalizing violence and abuse.   

How are survivors like myself 
supposed to feel safe on a campus 
that clearly does not hold abusers 
accountable? This knowledge is the 
reason why many never report their 
experiences with assault to the col-
lege. I applaud the courage of those 
who do report to Title IX, but I have 
heard more instances of investiga-
tions fi nding the accused innocent 
than the accuser winning their case. 
This leaves survivors powerless and 
even more traumatized than they 
already were. 

The Title IX offi ce has its own 
limitations; there is only so much 

its staff can do to support stu-
dents. However, the onus does not 
solely fall on Title IX. It falls on the 
Conduct Review Board to fairly 
evaluate cases, it falls on the Center 
for Counseling and Psychological 
Services and the Hammond Health 
Center to provide prompt and ef-
fective support to survivors, it is 
on the college to make its campus 
a place where abusers are held 
accountable and a place where 

survivors are believed. 
One way that Ithaca College can 

prove that it does not support abus-
ers is by not reelecting Brown to 
the board of trustees. Brown’s fi rst 
term on the board ends May 31, 
and he could be reelected for up to 
two additional three-year terms as 
per the board of trustees’ bylaws. If 
Brown is reelected, it will be clear 
that those in power at the college 
do not care about their students.

The college needs to be a safe 
place for all of its students. It is 
an unfortunate reality that sexual 
violence will continue to occur, but 
the best that the college can do is 
to provide effective support for its 
students and make it clear that it 
does not tolerate abusers.

In these times, imagining potential futures is necessary

BY ALEXIS MANORE

BY ZAHRA SANDHU
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Senior Zahra Sandhu, opinion editor for The Ithacan, reflects on the realities of today and how 
it is helpful to factor the past into the present while moving toward an informed future.

NOLAN SAUNDERS/THE ITHACAN

Senior Alexis Manore, editor in chief for The Ithacan, discusses the impacts of Ithaca College’s failure to 
hold abusers accountable. This pattern normalizes violence and abuse within the campus  community.

ABBY BRADY/THE ITHACAN

ZAHRA SANDHU (she/her) is a senior and the 
Opinion Editor for The Ithacan. Contact her at 
zsandhu@ithaca.edu.

ALEXIS MANORE (she/her) is a senior 
and the editor in chief for The Ithacan. 
Contact her at amanore@ithaca.edu.

Why must poverty mean Why must poverty mean 
our economy is working? our economy is working? 
We can say it’s the luck of We can say it’s the luck of 

the draw, the lottery of birth. the draw, the lottery of birth. 
But that doesn’t tell us But that doesn’t tell us 

anything.anything.
– Zahra Sandhu– Zahra Sandhu
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Crystal-clear waters reveal a group of 
friends enjoying a sunny paradise. From 
the tranquility comes scenes of intensity 
and drama as the same friends fight one an-
other. The cinematic trailer for “Escape to 
the Islands” has already been seen by 1,155 
people online, and as the trailer’s music 
boomed across the Emerson Suites, the 
wait for the showcase was over. 

The Island Fusion Dance Team held 
its annual showcase “Escape to the  
Islands” April 30. The group performed 20  
originally-choreographed dance numbers 
it had practiced throughout the year. The  
Island Fusion Dance Team, founded in 
2014, is Ithaca College’s first and only Afro-
Caribbean dance team. Despite the focus 
on Afro-Caribbean music, the group also 
performs hip-hop and Spanish dances. 

Senior Malaika Dacelus is the  
co-president of Island Fusion with senior 
Ariagnna Abreu-Garcia. In 2019, Dacelus’s 
sophomore and junior showcases were all 
canceled because of COVID-19, making “Es-
cape to the Islands” her very first.

Dacelus said her initial interest in join-
ing the group stemmed from watching her 
friends perform, as well as her history as a 
cheerleader in high school.

“I had a couple of friends on the team in 
Fall 2018, so I went to their showcase and 
absolutely loved the show,” Dacelus said. 
“They had great energy, and their moves 
were incredible to watch.” 

While the group’s co-presidents led and 
oversaw preparations and performance 
ideas for the show, “Escape to the Islands” 

was choreographed by multiple members of 
the team’s executive board.

“Along with being co-president, I’m also 
the official choreographer of Island Fusion,” 
Dacelus said. “Being a senior, I didn’t have 
time to make all of the dances we had. Luck-
ily, my [executive board] was great enough 
to choreograph dances with the songs they 
pitched, which I really appreciate.”

Sophomore Nour Elshikh said he had the 
opportunity to choreograph a hip hop style 
dance number for the showcase to Kendrick 
Lamar’s 2012 hit “m.A.A.d city.” The per-
formance was the show’s opener, and saw 
two teams of dancers challenging one an-
other, reminiscent of the first “Escape to the  
Islands” trailer. 

“Choreographing ‘m.A.A.d City’ has to be 
one of the hardest things I’ve ever done,” El-
shikh said. “Even though I was inspired while 
making the dance, I ended up stuck at some 
points and didn’t know what to do. I have 
choreographed before, but not to this extent 
where I would perform the dance in front 
of a large audience. I’m just glad everything 
turned out great.” 

“Escape to the Islands” was performed 
in order of genre, split up by guest perfor-
mances and a 15-minute intermission. The 
genre sections of the show included hip-hop, 
Caribbean, Spanish and Afrobeat, as well 
as a “sexy” section which used songs from  
different genres. Guest performances  
included Ithacapella, Premium Blend,  
Katalyst and others. 

Ithaca College junior Shevori Gene and 
Cornell University senior Jair Myree hosted 
the event. The two hosts engaged the crowd 
with skits and fun facts about the team  

members between acts, introducing each sec-
tion of the showcase and guest performer. 

Dacelus said that Island Fusion had 
practice for three to four hours a day for 
14 days straight leading up to the night of  
the showcase. 

“Finally being able to share what we 
have been working on was very bittersweet 
for me,” Dacelus said. “Island Fusion has 
been through so much this year, but we all 
pushed through and our end product is so  
amazing and creative.” 

Sophomore Viviana Morales said she 
joined Island Fusion in February 2022 after 
being persuaded by friends who were already 
on the team. She said being a part of the team 
quickly became an exciting way for her to 
ease the tension of her student life. 

“Joining Island Fusion helped me escape 

from the stress of classes and bond with 
people who might feel the same,” Morales 
said. “It helped me reach a side of myself 
that I never thought was within my limits. 
Being a part of the team this year was really  
eye opening.”

As promotion for the event, Island Fusion 
posted three short cinematic trailers on its  
Instagram account. 

The trailers set up a cohesive plot that 
continues into the showcase, in which a 
group of prisoners and police officers con-
nect through dance and, as the show’s title 
suggests, flee to an island paradise. 

“Our team manager Jaevon Williams 
thought of a prison break theme, we went 
with that and put an Island Fusion twist on 
it,” Dacelus said.

Elshikh said the show’s theme stemmed 
from a change in perspective which led 
team members to prioritize their ideas, re-
gardless of the critical opinions of others. 

“At first, we wanted to come up with 
an idea that could really make a name for  
ourselves,” Elshikh said. “We later realized 
that we shouldn’t worry about others and 
that we should focus on ourselves and 
what we want to represent. Escaping to the  
islands shows people we’re focused on  
getting to our roots and freeing ourselves 
from the prison of what others think we 
should be.”

Island Fusion reached out to content 
producer junior Steven Howard Jr. about  
creating the videos for the team. 

Howard said Island Fusion worked effi-
ciently on the trailers and paid attention to 

detail in order to bring their theme to life. 
“We started working on the trailers on 

April 1, it was a two-day process,” Elshikh 
said. “It was nice, we had to push through 
the cold, but we were able to complete the 
scenes in a total of five to six hours.” 

While the group has been working to-
ward the showcase for months, the year 
isn’t over for them yet. Island Fusion will be 
making a guest appearance at the Katalyst 
K-Pop dance group’s showcase May 6. 

“I’m so proud of all the hard work that 
was put into each dance and all of the ener-
gy each dancer came with,” Morales said. “I 
think ‘Escape to the Islands’ really captured 
what Island Fusion is all about.”

BY MIKE ROSS

IC dance group presents vibrant 
“Escape to the Islands” showcase 

While seniors Malaika Dacelus and Ariagnna Abreu-Garcia were Island Fusion’s 
presidents this year, the entire team had major roles in choreographing the event.

XIAOYI ZHANG/THE ITHACAN

IC’s Katalyst K-Pop Dance Company shared the stage with Island Fusion during its 
showcase as guests. Island Fusion will perform at Katalyst’s showcase May 6. 

XIAOYI ZHANG/THE ITHACAN

April 30, the Island Fusion Dance Team held its end of the year showcase “Escape to the Islands” in the Emerson Suites. Since the beginning of COVID-19, this 
was the first showcase for many veteran members of the team. The team performed 20 original hiphop, Caribbean, Spanish and Afrobeat dance numbers. 

XIAOYI ZHANG/THE ITHACAN

CONTACT MIKE ROSS
MROSS3@ITHACA.EDU



SPOTLIGHT
Tesla CEO nears a deal to buy out Twitter
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Compi led  by  M Minton

After Tesla CEO Elon Musk made what The 
New York Times called an “unsolicited bid 
to buy Twitter” for $54.20 a share, Twitter 
adopted a “poison pill.” This barrier was a 
force of action put in place to stop Musk 
from claiming shares of their company. 
However, just under two weeks later, 
Musk struck a deal to buy Twitter for about 
$44 billion. Editorial board member Greg 
Bensinger called the prospect of Musk’s 
Twitter to be a scary place in an opinion 
piece he wrote. Female Twitter users, in 
particular, ought to worry about whether 
Mr. Musk will bring his apparent disdain 
for women to the company he is about to own,” Bensinger said. The 
American Civil Liberties Union tweeted online, “We should be worried 
about any powerful central actor, whether it’s a government or any 
wealthy individual — even if it’s an ACLU member — having so much 
control over the boundaries of our political speech online.”

THIS WEEK IN POP 
CULTURE HISTORY

May 4, 1979
“May the 

Fourth be with 
You”  — or “Star 
Wars Day” — 
has its roots 
in England.  
The term was 
said to have 
first been used 
May 4, 1979, in 
“The London 
England News.” 
Margaret  
Thatcher had 
just taken 
her role as Prime Minister and an 
advertisement in the paper said 
“May the Fourth Be with You, 
Maggie. Congratulations.” This was 
two years after the release of “A 
New Hope” in 1977. 

Since then, the first formally 
organized event for the unofficial 
holiday occurred in 2011 in Canada. 
It has been celebrated by  The Walt 
Disney Company every year since 
2013, including special events at 
their theme parks in California and 
Florida. As the day began to gain 
popularity, Lucasfilm took a bigger 
role in promoting the unofficial 
holiday by sponsoring events, 
ultimately reminding audiences 
of the love they have for the “Star 
Wars” brand.

QUOTE   WEEKOF
THE

“ ”
“My sexuality is 
really important to me in 
terms of existing, 
knowing that I’m 
important. I’m as 
important as anyone on 
the planet.”

GOLDA ROSHEUVEL,
on being discouraged from 
publicly coming out as gay 
by a director.

May 1, 1941
“Citizen Kane,” 

which is widely 
considered to 
be one of the 
greatest films of 
all-time, made 
its feature 
debut at the    
well-known 
RKO Palace 
Theater on May 
1, 1941. It went 
on to be 
released to the 
American public Sept. 5, 1941, and 
ended up being a failure at the box 
office despite favorable reviews 
and nine Oscar nominations. The 
film won the Academy Award for 
Best Original Screenplay for writers 
Herman J. Mankiewicz and Orson 
Welles, but Welles was booed at the 
ceremony. The film stirred 
controversy months before its 
theatrical release for its portrayal of 
Charles Foster Kane, widely 
considered to be a condemnation of 
publishing giant William Randolph 
Hearst. However, upon re-release of 
the film years later, “Citizen Kane” 
began to gain new fans before 
eventually becoming a staple of 
film history. 



All eyes are on center stage as 
the lights dim in Ithaca College’s 
Emerson Suites and the first pair 
of models walk out in confidence 
for the HiFashion Studios’ run-
way show. The theme song from 
“The Nanny” blares through DJ 
Washburn’s speakers as the crowd  
erupts in cheers. 

HiFashion Studios (HFS) host-
ed its first fashion show in over 
three years due to the COVID-19 
pandemic April 28 in the Emer-
son Suites. Titled “The Network,” 
the runway brought together 
looks inspired by four different 
TV shows: “The Nanny,” “Sex 
and the City,” “Saved by the Bell” 
and “Euphoria.” Each show was 
chosen for its impact on fashion  
throughout the decades. 

HFS is a student organization 
that simulates the professional 
and demanding environment of 
the fashion industry. The orga-
nization is split up into different  
departments: creative, photo, 
video, events, wardrobe, design, 
social media, hair and makeup; all 
of them come together to work 
on photoshoots and one themed 
runway show each semester. “The 
Network” was the organization’s 
first runway show since the start of  
the COVID-19 pandemic.

For each theme, 21 models 
walked the runway wearing out-
fits inspired by each show. From 
the casual but stylish school-
wear of “Saved by the Bell” to 
the glitz and glamor of “Eupho-
ria,” each look embodied the  

aesthetics of their respective show 
— mixing bold fur jackets with  
pastels and denim. 

Chris Washburn ’08, better 
known by his stage name DJ Wash-
burn, spun the familiar theme songs 
of the shows along with remixes 
of popular songs, like “God is a  
Woman” by Ariana Grande and 
“Wrecking Ball” by Miley Cyrus, to 
engage the crowd. 

For senior Sydney Scheck,  
president of HFS, she said the ex-
perience of putting on her first 
show was both nerve-wracking  
and exciting. 

Scheck joined the club her 
freshman year, where she started 
out on the makeup team — gradu-
ally working her way up to her  
current position.

“It literally felt like I was on a  
rollercoaster because I was so over-
whelmed with so many emotions,” 
Scheck said. “So it was really spe-
cial to [see] our last show and to 
see [the crew] do it. … I’m just re-
ally proud of them for pulling it off 
and doing everything they needed 
to do.” 

Between coordinating pho-
toshoots and planning a show, 
Scheck said managing HFS can get 
complicated at times. However, 
Scheck said she is thankful for the 
team at HFS that helped make the 
show a success.

“You kind of have to do every-
thing all at once,” Scheck said. 
“That’s why the team effort is so 
important because we literally 
couldn’t do any of it without them 
or else we’d be drowning in all of 
this work that gets put in.”

Senior Chelsea Deegan, vice 
president of HFS, also said that 
while the work was tough, seeing 
the finished product come together 
made it all worth it.

“Making sure that we had all 
our models in one place at one 
time, ready to focus and go [was 
stressful],” Deegan said. “But 
then once they all came together 
and everybody had their focus, it 
was beautiful watching them all  
come together.” 

Senior Ash Schimkus was one of 
the models in the event — model-
ing looks from “The Nanny” and 

“Saved by the Bell.”
“I wasn’t expecting the crowd 

to be as responsive,” Schim-
kus said. “It was a really great  
surprise. … I didn’t really think 
about it because I was just too 
nervous that I [was only] thinking 
about walking. It actually made it a 
lot easier to have such a big reaction  
from the crowd.”

For Schimkus, who joined 
HFS this semester, the experi-
ence of rehearsing for the show  
was rewarding. 

They said that while the  
fast-paced rehearsal was intense at 

times, it was always a positive envi-
ronment where the most important 
thing was to have fun. 

“It was extremely liberating to 
be able to experience that and be 
joyful,” Schimkus said. “I think 
it was just … the last step of me 
adjusting to this transition that I’ve 
been through. And I’m very thank-
ful they sent me in, even though I 
was nervous about walking. Hav-
ing that [experience] was actually 
something that I needed, in a way.”

HiFashion Studios makes a return to the runway 

Freshman Shina Mitchell walks down the runway April 28 during HiFashion Studios’ “The Network” event 
in the Emerson Suites. Students modeled looks based on shows  like “Sex and the City” and “Euphoria.”
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The Downtown Ithaca Alliance (DIA) will 
be hosting pride week for the very first time 
this upcoming summer. As the temperatures 
rise and the academic school year comes 
to a close, the DIA is readily preparing for  
the festivities.

From June 26 to July 3,  DIA will be orga-
nizing their very first Pride Week. The DIA, 
founded in 1997, is a non-profit organiza-
tion in charge of development, promotion, 
revitalization and management of Downtown 
Ithaca. According to its website, the DIA’s 
mission is to work towards a more inclusive 
and representative town by effectively ad-
dressing issues that face the community and 
its surrounding neighborhoods. Pride Week 
will contain a series of events, including drag 
performances, dance parties, a documentary 
screening at Cinemapolis on the anniversary 
of Stonewall on June 28, 1969, and educa-
tional opportunities including a book club 
launch to discuss gender transition. Par-
ticipating local vendors include Red Metal  
Jewelry, Via’s Cookies and Sciquatic Arts — 
among many others.

Pride Month is a celebration that hon-
ors the ongoing battle for the rights of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and  
queer-identifying individuals. Following the 
Stonewall riots, gay rights activists proposed 
the idea of a march. The marches were a  
series of demonstrations by the LGBTQ+ 
community — led specifically by trans women 
of color — responding to a police raid at the 
Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in Greenwich Vil-
lage. A year later on June 28, 1970, the first 
march occurred in New York City, inspiring 

other members of the LGBTQ+ community 
along with allies across the country to also 
march alongside them.

Gary Ferguson, executive director of the 
DIA, said the DIA is excited to launch a new 
initiative of hosting and organizing Pride 
Week for Downtown Ithaca.

“The Downtown Ithaca Alliance is ex-
cited to … help celebrate Pride Week here 
in Ithaca and Tompkins County,” Ferguson 
said via email. “This is a great opportunity for 
both local residents as well as visitors from 
throughout the northeast wishing to explore 
and experience our community.”

Danny Palmer, assistant director of spe-
cial events of the DIA, said he is heavily  
involved in organizing the Pride events by 
strengthening community connections and  
working together with the other team 
members. Palmer said that while he origi-
nally worked with community groups in 
Rochester, Ithaca is a uniquely passionate  
and present community.

“The level of community involvement and 
interaction here and the truly person-based 
style of festival celebration definitely drew 
me in,” Palmer said.

Pride Week will open June 26 with a virtu-
al author event held on Zoom, featuring local 
transgender author Elliott Deline, along with 
an in-person kick off at Buffalo Street Books 
on the same day. 

Deline’s books include “Refuse” and 
“Show Trans,” and his essays and excerpts 
have been featured in The New York Times. 
Palmer said that Deline’s writing is heav-
ily influenced by his own experiences with  
being transgender.

“[The Downtown Ithaca Alliance] wanted 

to highlight folks from the [LGBTQ+] com-
munity who are producing art and work that 
depict a wide variety of experiences and ex-
plore where we have similarities and where 
there are differences in experiences,” Palmer 
said. “Elliott’s deeply personal storytelling is 
a great representation of one such perspec-
tive of individual experience and powerfully 
colors his fiction, making it deeply relatable.”

Darlene Wilber, communications and 
grants development director of the DIA, 
helps to promote the Pride event, develop its 
external communications strategy and han-
dles media inquiries. Wilber said that since 

this is the DIA’s first Pride event, she hopes 
the Ithaca community will check out all of the 
opportunities they have to offer.

“[Our event] stands out because it will 
provide educational and entertaining oppor-
tunities,” Wilber said. “Ithaca is diverse and 
inclusive; we here at the Downtown Ithaca 
Alliance value and support the [LGBTQ+] 
community. Organizing and promoting pride 
is one way to help demonstrate our support 
of the [LGBTQ+] community.” 

Ithaca prepares for upcoming Pride Week events

The Downtown Ithaca Alliance will host Pride Week from June 26 to July 3, with 
events including drag performances, dance parties and documentary screenings.
                              COURTESY OF MANIC PHOTOGRAPHY
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Robert Eggers’ fi lms “The 
Witch” and “The Lighthouse” 
are two of the most refreshing 
horror fi lms in the recent wave 
of unique and innovative direc-
tors taking on the genre. For his 
third feature, Eggers takes on 
the viking epic genre with “The 
Northman,” producing mixed 
results in spite of its ambition.

“The Northman,” which 
is based on the Scandinavian 
story “Amleth” that went on to 
inspire Shakespeare’s “Ham-
let,” follows young Prince 
Amleth (Oscar Novak) as he 
watches his father be brutally 
murdered by his uncle and 
witnesses his mother (Nicole 
Kidman) get kidnapped. The 
story then jumps two decades 
forward in time as Amleth (Al-
exander Skarsgård) raids Slavic 
villages as a viking. However, he 
has not forgotten the trauma of 
watching his parents vanish in 
front of his eyes, as he vows to 
save his mother, kill his uncle 
and avenge his father. The an-
ger and pain that he feels from 
his trauma often takes him to 
violent lengths to keep his vow.

There are many exhila-
rating sequences in “The 
Northman” that demonstrate 
Eggers’ craft as a director, help-
ing to situate the audience into 
the fi lm’s setting of 10th century 
Iceland. The action sequences 
throughout are gripping to 

watch, conveying the bru-
tality of the time period 
perfectly. After the fi lm’s in-
citing incident, there is a 
terrifi c long sequence that 
follows the time jump. The 
audience sees Amleth raid a vil-
lage that very closely mirrors 
Amleth watching his own par-
ents be ripped away from him 
as a kid.

However, from this se-
quence all the way until a major 
plot twist gets revealed toward 
the end, “The Northman” feels 
like another basic revenge story 
and takes its sweet time to tell 
the viewer why it’s not just 
that. While Eggers’ previous 
work features masterfully slow 
build-up that helps to create the 
tone of those fi lms from scene 
to scene, “The Northman” does 
not carry that same momentum 
to keep the audience interested 
in its 137-minute runtime.

“The Northman” features a 
strong cast, helping to bring to 
life the story of the fi lm. Primar-
ily, musician and artist Björk’s 
memorable take on the Seeress 
Witch and Willem Dafoe’s ter-
rifying turn as Heimir the Fool 
are easily some of the highlights 
of the whole fi lm. Skarsgård in 
the lead role does an excellent 
job, even when his character 
ends up feeling fl atly written. 
The way that Skarsgård is able 
to physically convey his char-
acter’s outward anger at the 
world and his fi xation on his 

vow are stunning to watch.
“The Northman” is certainly 

an interesting fi lm and one 
that deserves to be watched in 
theaters for its craft. However, 
it cannot decide if it wants to 
be a traditional revenge story 
or a more surreal and fantasti-
cal story about generational 
trauma, the fi nal product feel-
ing at times like a confusing 
hodgepodge of many ideas. Eg-
gers has publicly admitted that 
there was studio interference, 
as early test screenings from 

audiences found an earlier cut 
of the fi lm to be too confusing 
to follow. The effects of the stu-
dio edit are evident in the fi nal 
theatrical cut.

Although the fi lm can be ap-
preciated and leaves the viewer 
with a lot to chew on, perhaps 
the miracle that such an ambi-
tious epic exists at all is more 
fascinating than the experience 
of actually watching it.

Notorious for his womanizer ten-
dencies and promiscuous lifestyle, 
Future has established himself as the pin-
nacle of toxic masculinity. The Grammy 
Award-winning artist knows exactly what 
his fans want from him: tracks simmering 
with his signature toxicity just in time for 
summer. His most recent project, “I NEVER 
LIKED YOU,” truly delivers great beats, quot-
able lyrics and a versatile composition, but 
also proves lackluster at times. 

When asked what fans should expect 
from the album, Future told GQ, “I’m putting 
myself out there. Sharing my lifestyle with 
the world. Sharing my pain with the world. 
Sharing my ups, sharing my downs with the 
entire universe.” With a stylistic range differ-
ent from his other releases, “I NEVER LIKED 
YOU” does just that. Ranging from slow, 
emotional croons like “LOVE YOU BETTER” 
and “BACK TO THE BASICS” to more of his 
trademarked raunchy bars like “MASSAGING 
ME” and “GOLD STACKS,” Future proves his 
versatility as an artist while also staying true 
to the saucy persona his fans know and love. 

With 16 songs and clocking in at only 48 
minutes and 43 seconds, “I NEVER LIKED 
YOU” lays out Future’s past relationships 
and sexual endeavors. Featuring some 
big-name artists like Kanye West, Gunna, Ko-

dak Black, Young Thug, Tems and Drake, “I 
NEVER LIKED YOU” has a few truly notable 
tracks that are catchy with solid lyrics. 

Future opens with the track “712PM” and 
goes off hard with bars about his world of 
Mercedes-Benzes and Cartier watches while 
paying tribute to his criminal past, “Let the 
door swang, swang the door open, smell co-
caine/ Traffi cking drug money and trap out 
this one lane.” Kanye absolutely steals the 
show and stands out on the album with his 
verse on “KEEP IT BURNIN,” rapping with 
intensity and emotion. The cheeky “FOR A 
NUT,” featuring Gunna and Young Thug, of-
fers some vulgar and quite shocking, almost 
comical, lyrics from Young Thug about butts 
and diamonds. This line sparked an array of 
memes on Twitter, with users ranging from 
feeling hysterical to disgusted. While the 
track itself isn’t terrible, the cringey hook 
that Future opts to play on loop makes the 
piece a bit painful to listen to.

Drake and Future come together for two 
songs: “I’M ON ONE” and “WAIT FOR U,” 
featuring Tems. The pair rarely misses, and 
their chemistry in both of the pieces rings 
true. “WAIT FOR U” also included female 
Nigerian artist Tems’ smooth vocals. Fans 
of Tems were worried that the beloved art-
ist would become tainted with Future’s 
toxic image and lyricism, but Tems’ verses 
are actually quite clean and melodic. “WAIT 

FOR U” stands out among the other songs, 
with pleasing vocals and fl uid bars, and is 
a more emotionally centered debut from 
Future, with lines like “You pray for my de-
mons girl/ Every time I sip on codeine, I get 
vulnerable.” This reveals a softer side of 
Future typically absent from his previous 
drops, toning back on the abrasive toxicity.

The album is exactly what listeners have 
learned to expect from Future, but it is start-
ing to feel overdone. At 38 years old, how 
long can he serve this toxic, game-playing, 
misogynistic character and still be taken se-
riously? Overall, though, “I NEVER LIKED 
YOU” is not a bad record. It offers a few re-
play-worthy tracks and notable bars but also 
cheesy lyricism and a redundant sound. Fu-
ture may want to reconsider diverging from 
his toxic lover-boy script for once in hopes 
of offering fans something new. 

Ambitious viking epic falls slightly short

New Future album fi nds 
itself stuck far in the past
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Future drops a familiar album true to his 
notoriously toxic player persona.                           
                                                       COURTESY OF FREEBANDZ

Alexander Skarsgård takes on the role of a village raider in a 
beautifully filmed but disappointing Robert Eggers film.

COURTESY OF FOCUS FEATURES

ALBUM REVIEW: “I NEVER LIKED YOU”   Freebandz

BY MADDY MARTIN

When I was a kid, my favorite authors 
were names to look up in the library and 
black-and-white pictures on the jacket of 
a book. If I was lucky, maybe there would 
be a Q&A in the back of the book, or I 
could fi nd a singular interview with them 
on YouTube. Regardless, if I saw any of my 
favorite authors in public, I wouldn’t be able to 
recognize them.  

Now, almost any author can be found on 
social media, making daily Twitter or Insta-
gram posts, fi lming YouTube blogs or even 
streaming video games on Twitch. Authors 
are celebrities with faces; social media is the 
most powerful advertising tool for publishers 
and book publishing is forever changed.  

For the past two years, Brandon Sander-
son, author of the popular “Mistborn” series 
and many other fantasy novels, has posted 
multiple videos a week on his YouTube 
channel, primarily focused on promoting 
his books and giving advice to aspiring au-
thors. Last month he broke the record for the 
most-funded Kickstarter by raising $41 mil-
lion for the publication of four secret books 
he wrote while in lockdown that his publish-
ers were not expecting to receive.

Like many other celebrities, authors pri-
marily post on social media for marketing 
purposes to gather more attention for their 
books and to engage with their audience. 
Publishers often expect authors to market 
themselves after making a book deal. After 
all, if an author has a big audience, then so 
does the book.

Xiran Jay Zhao is a rising star in the 
fantasy genre whose debut book, “Iron 
Widow,” made it to the New York Times Best 
Seller list last year. Zhao worked for eight 
years to get published, but their novel 
was not projected to be a big release by 
publishers. Last year, prior to their book 
being published, Zhao started a YouTube 
channel where they posted videos about 
the portrayal of Chinese culture in the 
media, and through this, they built up 
an online presence that propelled their 
writing career. Due to the support from 
Zhao’s online audience, “Iron Widow” de-
buted with high sales. As Zhao put it, “I 
memed my way to the bestseller list,” by post-
ing memes and information about their book  
on Twitter.

While social media gave Zhao’s writing ca-
reer a chance to fl ourish, online spaces have 
proven to be a double-edged sword for other 
authors. In a column published on BookRiot, 
Tirzah Price, author of “The Jane Austen Mur-
der Mysteries,” spoke on how many authors 
are unprepared for the demands of fans on 
social media and the parasocial relationships 
they are required to maintain. Price said she 
has not only had fans ask her personal ques-
tions, but one asked for her specifi c location 
after she posted a picture taken by a lake and 
was able to guess a location very close to 
where she was.

In many cases, social media has made it so 
authors aren’t just authors. They are stream-
ers, YouTubers and Instagram bloggers.

POPPED CULTURE is a weekly column, written by 
Life & Culture staff writers, that analyzes pop
culture events. Maddy Martin is a senior 
writing major. Contact her at 
mmartin5@ithaca edu. 

Writers grapple 
with digital fame

POPPED
CULTURE
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crossword  By Quill Driver Books

last issue’s crossword answers

ACROSS
1   Eva or Zsa Zsa
6  Wilcox or Raines
10  Wheat husk
14 Fiber plant
 15 Large carnivore
 16 Type of wolf
17 Viking letters
 18 Say clearly
 20 Gave with ill will
22  Disconnected
 23 Very, in Veracruz
24  Wall hanging
25 Laughing
 29 Swindle
 34 Dressed to the —
35 Gridiron
 36 Unit of corn
 37 Technical sch.
38 King-sized spoon
 39 Ancient empire
40 Curly’s friend
 41 Entered data
 42 Portends
 43 Negotiator
 45 Pinball palace
 46 Hectic place
47 Comanche kin
48 Of the bishop of 

Rome
 51 Hawaiian crop
 57 Skin softener

 59 Gave out 
sparingly 

 60  — Russo, of “Tin 
Cup”

 61 Jaipur princess
 62 Tire surface
 63 “Watermark” 

singer
64  Otherwise
65  Exhilarating

DOWN
1  Outfit
2  The chills
3   Big — theory
4   Done with
5  Interview musts
6  Poem of lament
7  Queue
8  Blaring
9  Abby’s sister
 10 Cottage-cheese-

filled pancake
 11 Interstate
12  Not for
 13 Shortfall
 19  All better
 21  Unsuccessful 

venture
 24  Up to the task
 25  Soul
 26  Child

 27  Auto-racing 
family 

 28 Hardened, as 
cement

 29  Pillow filler
 30  Blend
 31  “The Prisoner of 

 —”
 32  Added brandy
33  Computer 

command
35  Dunaway of 

films
38  Engineering toy
 39 Winter Games 

grp.

 41 Hillock
 42 Width 
 44 Flowering shrub
 45 Had brunch
 47 Deal with a knot
 48 Dumas senior
 49 Parson’s 

exclamation
50  Big pet
 51 Ring out
 52 Quaint lodgings
53  Skin opening
54  Petition
55  Soft metal 
56  Swirling water 
58  Vexation
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CLASSIFIEDS
Three Bedroom South Hill Houses or Apartments –

Walking distance to campus. Available June or August.
Full Furnished, laundry. Starting from $600 per person/month.

Certi� ed Properties
607-273-1669

certi� edpropertiesinc.com

Apartments for Rent
2022-2023 Academic Year

Beautiful building on Prospect Street
2 units (3 bedrooms and two full bathrooms/unit) fully furnished with private 

parking lot, appliances including dish washer, microwave, etc. and laundry 
facilities. Email: jag1023@hotmail.com, Phone: (607) 272-6889
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During his three seasons with the Ithaca 
College baseball team, Tim Locastro estab-
lished himself as a force on the basepaths. 
Now, he takes the fi eld 227 miles away from 
South Hill: Yankee Stadium. 

Locastro is currently in his sixth season 
in MLB and his second with the New York 
Yankees. The outfi elder is in the midst of his 
third stint with the organization after signing 
with the club as a free agent March 13, 2022. 
He was traded from the Los Angeles Dodgers 
to the Yankees on Nov. 21, 2018, but was des-
ignated for assignment Jan. 14, 2019, and did 
not appear in a game. After spending three 
seasons with the Arizona Diamondbacks, Lo-
castro was traded to the Yankees on July 1, 
2021, and appeared in nine games last sea-
son. His season was cut short when he leaped 
to make a catch in a game against the Boston 
Red Sox on July 17, 2021, and tore his ACL 
when landing. Locastro was then claimed off 
of waivers by Boston on Nov. 5, 2021, but he 
then elected free agency Nov. 30, 2021. 

The outfi elder then returned to the Yan-
kees just three days after the MLB lockout 
ended, signing a one-year contract. Locastro 
began the 2022 season just below the MLB 
level in AAA with the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
RailRiders and was called up to the major 
league club April 17. Being raised in Auburn, 
New York, Locastro said he has enjoyed the 
opportunity to play for his childhood team.  

“Growing up, you come to this ballpark 
and the old Yankee Stadium and that’s your 
dream and that’s your goal as a kid,” Locas-
tro said. “Now you’re living the dream. It’s 
surreal, but it’s exciting because you want to 
help this team win baseball games. As a kid 
growing up, all you want to do is have the 
Yankees win games and the goal is still the 
same right now.”

Prior to manning the outfi eld for the Yan-
kees, Locastro made an impact on South Hill 

as the team’s shortstop before leaving for the 
draft after his junior season. Cooper Belyea 
’15, current assistant coach for the college’s 
baseball team, said he has been impressed by 
his former teammate’s accomplishments. 

“It’s been awesome to follow him ever 
since he heard his name on draft day and it’s 
been really fun to kind of follow his career 
and see him climb the ranks,” Belyea said. 
“It’s been fun to watch a former teammate 
and friend live out his dream, and obviously 
being with the Yankees makes it that much 
more special.”

Locastro had appeared in 14 games with 
the Yankees this season before the team’s 
game against the Toronto Blue Jays on May 
4, after earning a call-up by hitting .313 with 
a .421 on-base percentage in fi ve games with 
the RailRiders. George Valesente ’66, former 
head coach of the college’s baseball team, 
said he is proud of Locastro’s efforts.

“I’m so excited for him, he’s certainly very 
well-deserving,” Valesente said. “He always 
worked very hard when he was here, and 
he just kept improving all the time. [He is] 
mentally strong, very mentally strong, pushes 
himself to get the most out of [himself].”

Throughout his career, Locastro has es-
tablished himself as a threat to steal each 
time he reaches base. He successfully stole 
bases in each of his fi rst 29 career attempts, 
which stands as the MLB record for the most 
consecutive stolen bases to begin a career. 
The Yankees have relied on Locastro’s speed 
during his appearances this season, entering 
as a pinch runner in seven contests before 
the team’s game May 4. 

Locastro’s fi rst stolen base of the sea-
son played an integral part in the Yankees’ 
5–4 comeback victory against the Cleveland 
Guardians on April 23 in the Bronx. He en-
tered the game as a pinch runner at fi rst base 
as the club trailed by a run in the bottom of 
the ninth inning. Locastro promptly swiped 
second base to get into scoring position and 

later came around to score on a double to 
knot the game at 4–4. The team went on to 
win the game later that inning on a walk-off 
RBI single by Gleyber Torres.

Yankees’ manager Aaron Boone said in 
his postgame press conference April 23 that 
he was impressed by Locastro’s ability to 
stay ready and make an impact when he was 
called upon to be a pinch runner. 

“That’s one of his big roles right now,” 
Boone said. “We were going to be aggressive 
in that situation, and [Locastro] does a great 
job of making sure he gets a good jump and 
steals a big bag there to give us an oppor-
tunity to tie that game. Again, ready to go, 
prepared, knowing the matchup and a great 
job by [Locastro].”

Locastro’s speed has always been a key 
part of his game, stealing 52 bases in his 58 
collegiate attempts. He swiped 40 bags in his 
junior season alone, setting the single-season 
program record. Valesente said Locastro’s 
quickness on the basepaths was apparent 
from the time he stepped on campus. 

“We knew he had pro potential,” Valesen-
te said. “The one characteristic when he fi rst 
came here is he had just outstanding speed 
and base running instincts. … He just kept 
each year, seemed to be getting better and 
better and [had] more understanding of the 
game and how it’s played.”

Locastro also posted a .436 batting aver-
age and set a single-season team record with 
71 runs scored in his junior year. These cre-
dentials helped him earn Empire 8 Player of 
the Year and All-American honors prior to be-
ing drafted by the Toronto Blue Jays in the 
13th round of the 2013 MLB Draft. 

Despite being nine years removed from 
his last at-bat with the Bombers, Locastro still 
stays connected to the program today. Senior 
Buzz Shirley, fi rst baseman and pitcher, said 
Locastro’s story has served as an inspiration 
for him and his teammates. 

“Being an Ithaca College Bomber, we’re 

family,” Shirley said. “Tim came on a Zoom 
meeting with us and obviously, he just kind 
of shared his words of wisdom and it was 
awesome to hear.”

Locastro said he is grateful for the support 
he has received from role models throughout 
the stages of his baseball career. These fi gures 
include members of the the college commu-
nity like Valesente and T.J. Gamba ’89, his 
baseball coach at Auburn High School.  

“All of the coaching staff at Ithaca, my 
coach from high school, who went to Ithaca, 
actually,  … every single person along this 
way has helped me, and I wouldn’t be here 
without every single person,” Locastro said. 

Gamba said that as Locastro’s high school 
coach, he believed the speedster had the po-
tential to take his talent to the next level. As a 
former Bomber, Gamba helped Locastro dur-
ing the college selection process, as he was 
confi dent that Valesente and the rest of the 
staff could help elevate his game.

“I knew that if he went to Ithaca, he would 
develop and he’d have every bit of a chance, 
professionally speaking, in the game,” Gam-
ba said. “In addition to off the fi eld, which 
would probably be even more of a plus [by] 
playing for Coach [Valesente]. … It ended up 
being a good fi t for him all the way around.”

Valesente said that while coaching Locas-
tro, he was impressed by the passion he has 
for the game. He said he believes Locastro 
will continue to have success at this level 
with the Yankees because of the enthusiasm 
and work ethic he brings to the ballpark 
each day. 

“[He was] such a pleasure to have,” Va-
lesente said. “From a coaching standpoint, 
if you have nine Tim Locastros on the fi eld, 
you’re going to have an exciting kind of 
group that’s defi nitely going to be playing the 
game the way it should be played.”

Tim Locastro has made his mark in MLB as a stolen base threat. He set an MLB 
record with 29 stolen bases without being caught to start his career.

COURTESY OF NEW YORK YANKEES

Following the conclusion of the MLB lockout, Locastro re-signed with the Yankees 
and was assigned to the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders to start the season.

COURTESY OF NEW YORK YANKEES

From_Freeman_Field_to_Yankee_Stadium
Tim Locastro’s journey from South Hill to the big leagues



At the NCAA Division III National Cham-
pionships from March 16 to 19, sophomore 
swimmer Jack Wadsworth set a Division III 
record in the 100-meter backstroke with a 
time of 46.45 seconds. But just a few weeks 
later, he announced via Instagram that he 
would be transferring from the Ithaca Col-
lege swimming and diving team to Division 
I Arizona State University (ASU).

Wadsworth had a strong sophomore cam-
paign as a Bomber, his first season on the 
team because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
During the 2021–22 season, Wadsworth 
was named an All-American and won the 
Liberty League Men’s Swimmer of the Year 
award. At the national championships, Wad-
sworth also won the program’s first national 
title since Colin Herlihy ’96 in 1996 with his  
record-setting time in the backstroke.

Mike Blakely-Armitage, assistant coach on 
the men’s swimming and diving team, said he 
talked to Wadsworth during the transfer pro-
cess and told his swimmer that the coaching 
staff at the college would help him as much 
as they could. 

“He had indicated to us that, because 
of some of his results, he thought he could 
swim at the next level,” Blakely-Armitage 
said. “We said that if you’re interested in do-
ing that, … we’re going to keep focused on 
completing this season. And if you feel like 
you’re ready to move to that next level, we 
can have a conversation about it and talk 
about the pros and cons. And we’ll be sup-
portive of you in whatever avenue you take.”

In an Instagram post, Wadsworth said he 
had verbally committed to Arizona State Uni-
versity. Mark Brand, senior associate athletics 
director of media relations at the university, 

said in an email that the university did not 
comment on recruiting. Wadsworth said in 
an email that he was excited to get started 
so he could learn about the process and be-
come the best swimmer he can be.

“I’m transferring to ASU because of the 
elite coaching staff and I feel like my talents 
would be better suited at a top Division [I] 
program,” Wadsworth said in the email. “I’m 
excited to be teammates with professional 
athletes and work to become one.” 

During the process of transferring, Wad-
sworth gained attention from a few different 
programs. But sophomore swimmer James 
Collishaw said Wadsworth was excited by the 
prospect of going to Arizona State University 
and to swim with the coaching staff at the 
university because of the recent success of 
the program.

“Jack had a couple of schools interested 
in him,” Collishaw said. “But Arizona State is 
just a great program. The head coach, Bob 
Bowman, was Michael Phelps’s coach, and 
he’s just very well known. … So I knew he 
was interested in that program.”

Once Wadsworth had made the decision 
to transfer, he had to tell the team about 
his decision. Blakely-Armitage said the team 
reacted by congratulating Wadsworth and 
backed him in his process of transferring.

“I think a lot of [the team’s reaction] was 
support,” Blakely-Armitage said. “They have a 
really strong culture. And I think people want 
everybody to do well. Of course they’re sorry 
to see him go, but I think they don’t want to 
hold him back. … If he wants to pursue oth-
er goals, then they were supportive of that.”

When in the pool, Blakely-Armitage said 
that Wadsworth helped to push the swim-
mers to be the best that they could, which 
made an impact on how the team performed. 

Collishaw said that he was glad he had the 
opportunity to compete with and to learn 
from Wadsworth, even if it was short.

“It was known by the team that Wadsworth 
is unreal as an athlete,” Collishaw said. “And 
the people on this team are just so support-
ive of him, and I think he can do great things 
wherever he goes.”

Collishaw said that Wadsworth’s effort 
and commitment to training hard with many 
of the swimmers helped to form a strong 
bond between him and the team.

Junior swimmer Holden Shatouhy said 
that the bond that Wadsworth formed with 
the team was strong and that the team is in-
terested in following him.

“It definitely is sad that he is transferring,” 
Shatouhy said. “But the rest of the team and 
myself will definitely be keeping track of 

what he does in the future.”
As for the future for the Bombers going 

forward, Blakely-Armitage said Wadsworth’s 
departure will not leave an unfillable hole in 
the team, even if it will miss his presence.

Collishaw, who will be stepping up as a 
captain on next year’s team along with Sha-
touhy, said that while it will be tough for him 
to fill that gap, he believes that the team has 
enough talent to not become too affected by 
losing Wadsworth.

“We have tough shoes to fill,” Collishaw 
said. “Jack is a national champion and a na-
tional record holder, but … it’s a very good 
group we have on this team. Everybody’s be-
hind everyone else.”

IC student sets state record in weightlifting
Since Ithaca College senior Da-

vid Alstott was a child, he dreamed 
of breaking a state record of any 
kind. He was on the swim team in 
high school, but on April 23, he got 
his record in powerlifting.

Alstott, a Connecticut native, 
broke his state’s record in the 
bench press, pressing 155 kilo-
grams (341.72 pounds), breaking 
the previous record of 150 kilo-
grams, or 330.7 pounds. 

“It means a lot to me,” Alstott 
said. “Ever since I was a kid, what-
ever sport I was playing, being able 
to hold a state record for any sport 
is something I’ve been striving to 
do and to finally make that happen 
is a dream come true, to see all the 
hard work come to fruition.”

Powerlifting is a sport that con-
sists of bench press, squats and 
deadlift. In competition, the lifters 
will complete three repetitions at 
a maximum weight in their chosen 
discipline. Alstott, who competes in 
the bench press, said he could not 
be happier about the record. 

Alstott said he has had a tremen-
dous amount of support from his 
friends and family, especially his 
gym friends. He is a part of a group 
at Flexx Training Systems, an online 
customized coaching service where 
he works with other powerlifters. 
Alstott said he feels that there is a 
sense of community with his gym 
friends and said how much they 
have helped him reach his goals. 

 “Being on a team where I have 

a lot of people to look up to and 
push myself toward has been really 
helpful,” Alstott said. “The people 
who are in the gym with me, we 
have a bit of a community there and 
we support each other’s lifts.” 

For powerlifting, anyone can 
enter meets and compete as an 
individual, like Alstott does. Some 
meets, like national competi-
tions, require qualifying totals, but 
weightlifters can still enter unaffili-
ated with a college or program.

 Junior Dylan Henderson, one 
of Alstott’s gym friends at the col-
lege, said his relationship with 
Alstott has grown recently through 
working out together. Henderson 
also said how impressive it is to 
watch Alstott up close and personal 
as well as being able to help him ac-
complish his goals. 

“It’s cool because you don’t see 
someone rip out heavy weights like 
it’s nothing,” Henderson said. “See-
ing him compete is cool because 
you don’t get to see many people 
hit the numbers he is hitting. It’s 
cool to know that I helped him 
reach this point.” 

Aside from his gym friends, he 
said his biggest supporters are 
his parents. Anne Alstott, David’s 
mother, said she was extremely ex-
cited to see him finally accomplish 
one of his biggest dreams.

Anne Alstott said how David 
Alstott has had this drive to im-
prove since he was younger, and 
that being goal-oriented has helped 
him become the athlete he is today. 

“Ever since he was little, he has 

been all about hard work and he is 
so goal-oriented,” Anne Alstott said. 
“That’s just a part of who he is, he 
has a real drive.” 

Leading up to the meet April 23, 
David Alstott said he worked for 
two months to get ready for com-
petition, including rest days and 
heavy workloads.

“[It was] about eight weeks of 
ramping up intensity and weights 
followed by a lighter week to rest 
my body,” Alstott said. “The last 
week we call ‘taper,’ as just before a 
taper, you feel exhausted.”

Recently, Alstott decided to at-
tend Columbia University starting 

in the fall as a graduate student. Af-
ter finishing his B.A. in psychology 
at Ithaca College, he will work for 
his master’s degree in clinical psy-
chology at Columbia. 

“I searched for the best pro-
grams in clinical psychology and 
Columbia was at the top of the list,” 
Alstott said. “Columbia was my first 
choice because not only is it a great 
school, but it also offers the best 
program for what I want to do, it’s 
in New York City and there are a lot 
of research opportunities.” 

 Although Alstott is at the end of 
his undergraduate days in college, 
he is hoping to continue to lift for 

a long time. He said powerlifting 
will still be a big part of his life, but 
not as his primary focus as he at-
tends Columbia in the fall. In the 
long term, Alstott wants to earn his 
Ph.D. in clinical psychology. 

 “The good thing about power-
lifting is that it’s not going to be 
a huge priority in my life,” Alstott 
said. “It will never take the place 
of schoolwork or my relationships. 
I think it is something I can carry 
around with me and make it hap-
pen, see where I can take it.” 
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National champion to transfer to Division I

Sophomore swimmer Jack Wadsworth announced in an Instagram post that he had 
verbally committed to Arizona State University’s Division I swim team April 19. 

RYAN PILLION/THE ITHACAN

CONTACT TOBIAH ZBORAY
TZBORAY@ITHACA.EDU

CONTACT DAVID SCHURTER
DSCHURTER@ITHACA.EDU

Ithaca College senior David Alstott, who will attend graduate school at Columbia University in the 
fall, set a Connecticut state record in bench press in a competition April 23 with 155 kilograms.

COURTESY OF JOHN MORRIS

BY TOBIAH ZBORAY

BY DAVID SCHURTER
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BASEBALL
NAME ACHIEVEMENT DATE

Nate Scott  Honor Roll   5/2
Colin Leyner  Honor Roll   5/2
Nicholas Cutaia  Honor Roll   4/25
Kyle Lambert  Honor Roll   4/25
Louis Fabbo  Performer of the Week  4/18
Connor Pedersen Co-Rookie of the Week  4/18
Garrett Bell  Honor Roll   4/18

NAME ACHIEVEMENT DATE

NAME ACHIEVEMENT DATE

Julia Loffredo
Tava Kasper
Riley Piromalli
Anna Cornell

SOFTBALL

Honor Roll
Honor Roll 
Honor Roll
Honor Roll

5/2
4/25
4/25
4/25

Record: 20–15

Record: 25–11

MEN’S LACROSSE

Honor Roll
Honor Roll

Jake Erickson
Drew Turner

5/2, 4/18
4/24

Record: 10–6

NAME ACHIEVEMENT
WOMEN’S LACROSSE

Defensive Performer of the 
Week
Honor Roll
Honor Roll
Honor Roll
Honor Roll

Rachel Rosenberg

Megan Motkowski
Maizy Veitch
Caroline Wise

5/2

4/25
5/2
4/25
4/18

Record: 15–2

DATE

NAME ACHIEVEMENT
MEN’S TRACK & FIELD

Track Performer of the Week
Field Performer of the Week
Honor Roll
Honor Roll
Honor Roll

Nate Oczkowski 
Kevin Danaher

Andy Frank
Danny Jagoe

5/2
4/25
5/2, 4/18
4/25
4/18

DATE

NAME ACHIEVEMENT

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD

Field Performer of the Week
Field Performer of the Week
Honor Roll
Track Performer of the Week
Honor Roll

Meghan Matheny
Logan Bruce
Martha Kemp-Neilson
Katelyn Hutchison
Ariyahna Bernard

5/2
4/25
4/25
4/18
4/18

DATE

ACHIEVEMENT

MEN’S CREW

Varsity Eight: Boat of the Week
Novice Four: Novice Boat of the Week
Second Varsity Eight: Honor Roll

4/25
4/25
4/18

DATE

ACHIEVEMENT

Varsity Eight: Boat of the Week 5/2, 4/25, 4/18
DATE

WOMEN’S CREW

WOMEN’S TENNIS
NAME ACHIEVEMENT

Rookie of the Week
Rookie of the Week
Rookie of the Week
Honor Roll

Kayla Shenk
Taylor Crain
Eliana Chelnick
Zoe Davis

DATE
5/2
4/25
4/18
4/18

Record: 12–6

MEN’S TENNIS
NAME ACHIEVEMENT

Rookie of the WeekMinos Stavrakas

DATE
5/2

From left, Ithaca College junior outfielder David Cifonelli takes an 
at-bat in front of Clarkson University senior Mike Nee on April 30.

MALIK CLEMENT/THE ITHACAN

From left, Ithaca College junior outfielder David Cifonelli and Clarkson University 
senior Mike Nee during the college’s 4–1 win April 30.

MALIK CLEMENT/THE ITHACAN

From left, Ithaca College junior outfielder David Cifonelli and Clarkson University 
senior Mike Nee during the college’s 4–1 win April 30.

MALIK CLEMENT/THE ITHACAN

Senior midfielder Megan Motkowski drives by a defender in the 
Bombers’ 15–8 victory over Clarkson University on May 3.

ABBY BRADY/THE ITHACAN

UPCOMING GAMES AND SEASON RESULTS
BASEBALL: May 7 and 8 at home versus 
Union College
SOFTBALL: May 5 at RPI, Liberty League 
Semifinals Game
MEN’S LACROSSE: Did not make Liberty 
League playoffs
WOMEN’S LACROSSE: May 7 at home 
versus St. Lawrence University, Liberty 
League Semifinals Game
WOMEN’S GOLF: 3rd Place
MEN’S TRACK: May 6 and 7
WOMEN’S TRACK: May 6 and 7

MEN’S CREW: 2nd Place in Liberty 
League, May 8 in NIRC
WOMEN’S CREW: 1st Place in Liberty 
League, May 8 in NIRC, May 27 and 28 
in NCAA Regatta 
MEN’S TENNIS: Did not make Liberty 
League playoffs
WOMEN’S TENNIS: May 6 at home versus 
St. Lawrence University, Liberty League 
Quarterfinals Game

THE BOMBERS 
ROUNDUP
The I thacan  prov ides  s ta t is t i ca l 
updates  on a l l  the  Bombers ’ 
var s i t y  squads  dur ing  the  season

Record: 8–10

The Bombers’ men’s crew competed three varsity eights against Marietta College, 
Hamilton College and Colgate University on April 30 at the Cayuga Inlet.

ABBY BRADY/THE ITHACAN

From left, RIT junior catcher Alexis Smith watches as Ithaca College senior 
outfielder Daniella Mulvey gets a hit in the Bombers’ sweep April 29.

ABBY BRADY/THE ITHACAN



     THURSDAY, MAY 5, 202220 |  THE ITHACAN

Peter Johanns, associate professor in the Department of Television & Digital Media Production, gets dunked April 29 on the quad in front of the Roy H. Park Hall in his 
SUNY Cortland attire during the Park School’s week of events. Johanns taught classes and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in communication studies at Cortland.

ANA MANIACI MCGOUGH/THE ITHACAN
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